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To the Ricnur REVEREND 


The Biſhop of London, &c. 


My Lords, r 5 
E Apoſtle Peter exhorts us, 10 be ready to give an Anſwer to 
ever) one that aſketh us a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us, with 
I - © *Mevhneſs and Fear. And if this is to be our Conduct towards 

every one, much more are we bound to behave thus to thoſe 


who are Overſeers of the Church of God, and conſequently are inveſted 


with an Authority to require an Anſwer at our. Hands _ _ 
A Deſire of complying with this Apoſtolical Injunction, induced me, 


my Lords, about five Weeks ago to publiſh an * Advertiſement, wherein! 
deſired an open Publication of ſeveral anonymous Papers, entitled, Obſerva- 


tions upon the Conduct and Behavioar of a certain Set, uſually diſtinguiſhed by 
the Name of Methodifts.--- Papers which, upon Enquiry, I found had been 
printed ſome conſiderable Time, had been read in the Societies of London 
and Weſtminſter, and handed about in a private Manner to particular 
Friends, with ſtrict Orders to part with them to no one. What could be 
the meaning of ſuch a Procedure, I know not. But this I know, however 


* Whereas ſome anonymous Papers againſt the People call'd Metbodiſis in ge- 


neral, and myſelf and Friends in particular, have been for ſome Weeks printed in 
a large Edition, and handed about and read in the Religious Societies of the Cities 
of London and Y/eftminfler, and given into the Hands of many private Perſons, with 
ſtrict Injunctions to lend them to no one, nor let them go out of their Hands to 
any; and whereas, after having accidentally had the haſty Peruſal of them, I find 
many Queries of great Importance concerning me, and my Conduct, contain'd 
therein; and as it appears that one Paper has little or no Connexion with another, 
and a Copy, when applied for, was refus'd me, and I know not how ſoon I may 
embark for Georgia; I am therefore obliged hereby to deſire a ſpeedy open Publi- 
cation of the aforeſaid Papers, in order that a candid, impartial Anſwer may be 

made thereto by me, e i 
London, Jan. 26, 1747-4. Se | | GRORCE WHITEFIELD. 

. | LE: 


ſuch 


n 1 — — — Aa — 


8 — . — 
— ro > 


\ - a a 
| (411%: Jy Lord, 


| F 
ſuch. a clandeſtine. way of acting, may favour of, the dom of the Ser- 
pen, it does not beſpeak that Harmleſmeſs of the Dove, which our Saviour 
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in an eſpecial Manner recommends to his Miniſters. 


Who the real Author of theſe Papers may be, I am not yet able for a 


Certainty to find out.---But I had Reaſon to believe, that my Lord of 


London was concerned in compoſing or reviſing them.--- That I might not 
be miſtaken, after the Publication of the Advertiſement, I wrote his Lord- 
ſhip a Letter *, wherein I deſired to know, whether his Lordſhip was the 
Author of this Paper or not, and alſo deſired a Copy.---His Lordſhip was 
pleaſed to ſend Word by my Friend, who carried the Letter, that I ſhould 
* hear from him.”---Hitherto his Lordſhip has not favoured me with an 
Anſwer.---Only ſome Time ago, one Mr. Owen, a Printer, in Amen- Corner, 
Pater-nofter-Row, who is Printer to my Lord of London, left a Letter“ for 
me, wherein he informed me, that he had Orders from SEVERAL or THE 
Bis Hops 10 print the Obſervations on the Conduct and Behaviour of the Me- 


 #hodifts (WITH soMuE FEw ADDITIONS ) for their uſe; and when the Im- 


preſſion was finiſhed, I ſhould have a Copy.--- Why my Lord of London, 
or the ſeveral other Biſhops concerned, ſhould conceal their Names, or why 


a Copy ſhould be denied me, ſo long after the Papers had been printed, I 


leave the Warld to judge. I cannot think ſuch a way of Proceeding can 
gain your Lordſhips any Credit from the Publick, or any Thanks from the 


Ir. 1 ile 47 83 695 = 1 Lond. Feb. I, 1743. JE 

Simplicity becomes the Followers of Jeſus Cbriſt, and therefore I think it my 
Duty to trouble your Lordſhip with theſe ſew Lines. I ſuppoſe your Lordſhip has 
ſeen the Advertiſement publiſhed by me, about four Days ago, concerning ſome 
anonymous Papers, which have been handed about the Societies for fome conſide- 
rable Time, As I think it my Duty to anfwer them, I ſhould be glad to be in- 
formed whether the Report be true, that yourLordſhip compoſed them, that I may 
the better know to whom I may direct my Anſwer. A Sight alſo of one of the 
: Copies, if in your Lordſhip's keeping, would much oblige, f1 

My Lord, Your Lordſhip's | 
Ma obliged, Dutiful Son and Servant, pe” 

i bang 250347 ama nnd avid. . en 
F. S. Tbe Bearer, will bring your Lordſhip's Anſwer 3 or if your Lordſhip 
pleaſe to ſavour me with a Line, be pleas d to qirect for me, to be left with Mr, 


CIF! bro. ate ae, Feb 3 V4. 
My Name is Owen, Iam a Printer in Amen- Corner; and I waited upon you 


J 4 SS. 


tao let you know, that I have had Orders from ſeveral of the Biſhops, to print for 
their Uſe, ſuch Numbers of the Obſervations upon the Conduct and Behaviour of 
the Methodiſts, (with ſome few Additions) as they have reſpectively beſpoken, 


And I will not fail to wait upon you with one Copy, as ſoon as the Impre 0a, is 
4845 J am, Sir, your moſt obedient, æc. 
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 thogifts, - This Title, my Lords, would juſt anſwer the Conterits,— For 


GY en 


other Biſhops who. have not intereſted themſelves in this Affair, and who, I 


believe, are more noble, than to countenance the Publication of any ſuch 
Performance. 15 V. . i 
It is a weighty Thing with me, my Lords, to have Inſinuations made, 
or Queries put concerning me, in reſpect to my Practice and Doctrine, in 
fuch a Public Manner, by Perſons that are placed at the Head af the 
Church. Alt is true, your Lordſhips have not put theſe Queries in your 
own Names; but as the Author has concealed his, and theſe Papers are 
printed by your Lordſhips Orders, you have thereby adopted them for your 
own; conſequently, I am put under a Neceſſity of directing this Letter as 
J haye done. And I can aſſure your Lordſhips, that with great Deference 


to the Dignity of your Office, after earneſt Prayer, with I truſt ſome De- 


gree of Humility, and unfeigned Simplicity of Heart, I now fit down to 
8 my Promiſe, viz. to give a Candid and Impartial Anſwer to the 
ore mentioned Papers, which were ſent me laſt Week, (collected into a 


Pamphlet) by Mr. Owen; I ſuppoſe, according to your Lordſhips Order. 
I never yet wWas, and hope never ſhall be fo far left to lean to my own 
Underſtanding, as to fancy myſelf | infallible, —Young as I am, I know too 
much of the Devices of Satan, and the deſperate Wickedneſs and Deceit- 


fulneſs of my own Heart, not to be ſenſible, that I am a Man of like Paſ- 


ſions with others, and conſequently may have ſometimes miſtaken Nature 
for Grace, Imagination. for Revelation, and the Fire of my own Temper, 
for the pure and ſacred Flame of holy Zeal, which cometh from God's Al- 
ter, —lf; therefore, upon peruſing the Pamphlet, I find that I have been 
blameable in any Reſpect (as in all Probability I may) I will not only con- 


feſs it, but return hearty Thanks both to the Compiler and your Lord- 


Indeed it is but of little Conſequence to the Merits of the Cauſe to know 
who the Author is. —Only thus. much may be ſaid, your Lordſhips your- 
ſelves being Judges, it is nat quite fair to give Stabs in the Dart; and it is 
| ſome Satisfaction to the Perſon attacked, to know who; and what, his An- 
tagoniſts are, that he may know the better how to deal with them But 
ſince that cannot be granted, it may be more to the Purpoſe, to conſicer the 
Matters contain'd in the Pamphlet, and to anſwer for myſelf,” ſo faras Iam 
concerned. Hh 5 Ry 
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N is entitled, Obſervations upon the Conduct and Behaviour of a certain 
Sect, u 
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ee Loyal: Subjefis to his Majeſty King George, FALSLY TERM'p A 
SECT, and uſually diſtinguiſhed, our or ConTEmyer, by the Name of Me- 


"+ Is 


ually diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Methodiſts. 1 think the Title ought 
rather to run thus Miſrepreſentations of the Conduct and PrinciPLEs, of 
ſome orthodox, well-meaning Miniſters and Members of the Church of Eng- 
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the Principles as well as Conduct of the Methodiſts ate ſtruck at, and greatly 
| miſrepreſented in this Pamphlet. And the Methodifts are no Se#?, no Sepa- 
| ratiſts from the eſtabliſh'd Church, neither do they call People from her 
Communion. —Beſides the Author ought to have added, A New Edition, 
| with ſeveral Alterations, Additions and Corrections; for otherwiſe the World 
if is made to believe,that this is the ſelf-ſame Compoſition which was handed 
| about ſome Months ago, and which I had a haſty Reading of, — Whereas 
| there are ſeveral Things omitted, ſome Things added, and divers Alterations 
j made in this New Edition, ſo that the Title-Page is not only injudicious, 
but falſe and ſcandalous. ee eee INT HOT EW 
And if the Title-Page is fo bad, I fear the Deen and Scope of the Pam- 
phlet itſelf is much worſe. For is it not to repreſent the Proceedings of 
the Methodiſts as dangerous to the Church and State, in order to procure 
an Act of Parliament againſt them, or oblige them to ſecure themſelves 
EE) «| Se ener oa gent ie my keg 
But is not ſuch a Motion, at ſuch a Seaſon as this, both uncharitable and 
unſeaſonable.— Is not the Aainitiftraticn erlaged enough already in other 
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Affairs, without troubling themſelves with the Methodiſts ?: Or cho would 
now adviſe them to bring farther Guilt upon the Nation, by -perſecuting 
ſome of the preſent Government's moſt hearty Friends? — I ſay, m 
Lords, the preſent Government's moſt hearty Friends. — For tho? the Metho- 
diſts (as the World calls them) diſagree in ſome Particulars, yet J dare 
venture to affirm, that to 4 Man they all agree in this, viz. to love and 
honour the King. — For my own part, I profeſs myſelf a zealous Friend to 
his preſent Majeſty King George, and tlie preſent Adminiſtration.——Where- 
ever I go, I think it my Duty to pray for and preach up Obedience to him, 
and all that are ſet in Authority under him, in the,moſt explicite Manner. 
And I believe ſhould it ever come to the Trial, the poor deſpiſed Metho- 
diſts who love his Majeſty out of Principle, Soda ede le to him in 
| the moſt imminent Danger, when others that adhere to him, only for his | © 
*| Preferments, perhaps might not appear altogether ſo hearty. — My Lords, . 
| I have now been a Preacher above ſeven Years, and for theſe fix Years laſt 
8 paſt, have been called to act in a very publick Way. — Your Lordſhips 

I muſt have heard of the very great Numbers that have attended. Some 
times ſeveral of the Nobility, and now and then even ſome of the Cler 
28 have been preſent. — Did they ever hear me ſpeak a-diſtoyal Word? ha 
11 Are there not Thouſands can teſtify how fervently and frequently I pray he 
11 for his Majeſty King George, his Royal Offspring, and the prefent Go- Il . En 
a8 verament? Yes, my Lords, they can. — And I truſt thro? the Divine W 
| Aſſiſtance, I ſhould be enabled to do fo, tho ſurrounded with Popiſþ Ene- itt 
mies, and in Danger of dying for it as ſoon as my Prayer was ended. wa 
This, my Lords, as far as I amacquainted with them, is the preſent Temp- ] 
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er of me and my Friends. — And may I not then appeal to your Lord- 
ſhips, whether it be not the Intereſt of the Adminiſtration to encourage 
ſuch Perſons, or at leaſt to let them alone? Gallio on a like Occaſion 

thought it his Wiſdom to act thus.—** For when the Jews made Inſurrecti- 
% on with one Accord againſt Paul, and brought him io the Judgment Seat, 
« ſaying, this Fellow perſuadeth Men to worſhip God contrary to the Law, 
He faid unto the Jews, if it were a matter of wrong or wicked Lewaneſs, 
Ohe Jews, reaſon would that I ſhould bear with you, —But if it be a queſ- 
tion of Words and Names, and of your Law, look ye to it, for I will be no 


n, meet, have, without my Knowledge, been licenſed ſince; and therefore 
7M the ' Author of the Pamphlet is quite miſtaken in his frft Paragraph 
10- (as well as the Title-Page and Deſign of his Pamphlet) wherein 
in he declares, that © it does not appear that any of the Preachers among 
his the Methodifts have qualified themſelves and the Places of their 
ds, <'afſembling, according to the Act of Toleration ; which Act warrants. 
laſt 1 © ſeparate Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of God, that before were un- 
ups „e lawful.” — I wiſh the Author had taken a little more Care to 


rgy then have been guilty of ſo mam egregious Miſtakes, or without Cauſe 

rd? have condemn d the Innocent, as he hath done.— However, in the general, 
pray he is right.— for, as yet, we ſee no ſufficient Reaſon to leave the Church of 
Go- gland, and turn Diſſenters; —neither will we do it till we are thruſt out. 

vine When a Ship is /eaky, prudent Sailors, that value the Cargo, will not leave 

Ene- it to fink, but rather continue in it ſo long as they can, to help pump out the 
1.— water.—I leave the Author, my Lords, to make the Application. 

emp- But whether the Methodiſts are Churchmen or Diſſenters, the Acts of 


Judge of ſuch Matters, —Nay, he was fo far from approving of their Mo- 
tion, that he drove them from the Judgment - Seat. a 


My Lords, I know of no Law of the State that we have broken, and 


therefore we have not incurred the Diſpleaſure of the Civil Power. —If 
your Lordſhips apprehend that we are hable to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, we 
are ready to make a proper Defence whenever called to it by our Eccleſi- 


aſtical Superiors.— As for myſelf, your Lordſhips very well know that 1 
am a Batchelor of Arts, have taken the Oaths, ſubſcribed to the Articles, 
and have been twice regularly ordained.— In this Character I have acted 


both at Home and Abroad, and know of no Law of our Government 
which prohibits my preaching in any Field, Barn, Street or Out-houſe 


It is true one or two of my Friends, who preach as I do, were bred Diſ- 


ſenters, bad been licenſed, and preached in licenſed Places before my Ac- 


quaintance with them; and one or two of the Houſes where the Methodiſts 


inform himſelf before he publiſhed the Pamphlet. — He would not 


King Charles II. referred to, Pag. 3. Parag. 1. and Pag. 4. Parag. 2. make 


Nenad 


ee eee 


EEO 
nothing againſt them, neither do they prove the Methodiſts to be Viola- 
ters of the Statute Law by their being Field-Preachers,, And what. the 
Author ſo peremptorily affirms, Page 4. Parag. 3. is directly falſe — For 


he ſays, that “ it has not been known, that a diſſenting Teacher of any. De- 
« nomination whatever, has thought himſelf warranted, under the Act of 
* Toleration, to preach in Fields or Streets.''— It may not, indeed, be 
known to the Author; but I know, my Lords, two of the moſt eminent 
among the diſſenting Miniſters, who have thought themſelves warranted, 
if not by the Act of Toleration, yet by the Laws of the Land, to preach 
out of Doors; and accordingly, when the Houſe would not contain the 
People, have preached in a Field or Orchard, and near the common High- 


way. — My Lords, I have been peruſing all the Acts of King-Charles II. 
wherein the Word Field is mentioned, and find they are intended 
<« ſuppreſs ſeditious Conventiclbs, for prohibiting further, and more proper 
ſpeedy Remedies againſt the growing and dangerohs Practiges or ſedili- 
<« ous Sefaries, and other diſloyal Perſons, who, under Pretence of tender 
Conſciences, have, or may, at their Meetings contrive, Juſurrections ( 2s 
late Experience hath ſhewn )“ Theſe, my Lords, are; the Pręamblet of 
the Acts. — Theſe are the only Field Meetings can find that are prohibited. 
And how, my Lords, can ſuch Acts be applied to, che Methodiſts? Does net 
ſuch an Application imply a Charge againſt the Methodiſts, as tho they were 
ſeditious Sectaries, diſſoyal Perſons; who, under Pretence of tender Conſc iences, 
Have, or may conirive Inſurrections. Has any late Experience, my- Lords, 
| ſhewn this? No, my Lords, and I hope no futurg Experience,eygs. will 
Hou then can your Lordſhips, with, a ſafe Conſcience, zgncourage| ſue a 
Pamphket, or beſpeak any Number of Mr. Owen, in order, as nay /be up- 
poſed, that they may be diſperſed among your Lordſhipis Clergy? Well 
might the Author conceal his Name, — It comes. antqipublick like a 
Child dropt that no body cares to own. | And indeed, who can be blamed 
for diſowning ſuch a Libel ? For how, my Lords, does, it apNar by 
theſe Acts, what the Author ſo confidently aſſerts, Pag. 4. P angg. . : that 
this new Sect of Methodiſts! have broken thro};.all theſe... Proviſions and 
% Reſtraints, neither regarding the Penalties of the, Laws; which ſtand. in 
& full Force againſt them, nor embracing the Protection which. the Act 
of Toleration might give them, in caſe they complied with the Condi- 
tions of it; How can he immediately add, and if this he pot an 
open Defiance to Government, it is hard to ſay What ist? MAN A Rot 
more juſtly ſay, if this be not an open Defamation, and open HDefausę A ml! 
- Rules of Charity, it is hard to ſay what is? Might he not as well tax the 
Methodiſts with Treaſon ? Father, forgive him Lord Jeſus lay 
not this Sin to his Charge! [ane ba tombs air 
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. . Tho' the Reign, my Lords, of King Charles II. wherein the Acts be- 


Tore referred to were made, was not the moſt mild and moderate in re- 
Tigious Matters, yet your Lordſhips very well know the famous Trial of 
Mede and Penn; how after the Jury had been confined ſo long, they 
brought them in guilty only of ſpeaking in Grace - Church. ſtreet. - And if 
Quakers met with ſo much Lenity under the Reign of King Charles, 
wnat Liberty of preaching in Fields and elſewhere may not the loyal 
Miniſters and Members of the Church of England, nay, Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenting Teachers alſo, expect under the more gentle and moderate Reign 
'of his preſent Majeſty King George, who, as I have been informed, has 
declared © there ſhall be no Perſecution in his Days.”---May the Crown 


long flouriſh on his Royal Head, and a Popiſh Pretender never be per- 


mitted to fit upon the Engliſh Throne! To this I believe all the Me- 
thodiſts will heartily ſay, Amen, and Amen. | ee 

That the Methodiſts, in general, are Members of the eſtabliſp'd 
Church, the Author of the Pamphlet himſelf confeſſes.--- For, Pag. 4. 
Parag. 4. after he has, without Proof, charged them with making open In- 
roads upon the National Conſtitution ; he adds, that © theſe Teachers and 
« their Followers. affect to be thought Members of the National Church.“ 


And his. following Words prove that they not only affe# it, but are 


Members of the eſtabliſhed Church in reality.---For, ſays he, © and do 


e accordingly join in Communion with it.”---And it appears, Parag. 6. 


that ſome of the Methodiſts communicate every Lord's-Day.---What bet- 
ter Proof can they give of their being Members of the Church of Eng- 
Ind? It would be well if all her Members gave a like .Proof. ----- 
Bat. hen, ſays our Author, Pag. 4. Parag. 4. they do it in a Man- 
ner that is „ very irregular, and contrary. to the Directions laid 


« down in the Rubrick before the Communion, which is eſtabliſh- 


cc ed by the Act of Uniformity.“ —— This Rubrick, ſays he, di- 
redcts as follows. Pag. 4. Parag. 4. So many as intend to be Par- 


&« takers of the holy Communion, ſhall ſignify their Names to the Curate, at 


« leaſt, ſome time the Day before.” --- And, for not doing this, the new 
4 Sett of Methodiſts, Parag. 5. Pag. 6. is charg'd not only with break- 
ing mut but notoriouſly deſpiſing theſe wholeſome Rules. — But 
how unju 


is ſuch a Charge? When I read it, it put me in mind of 
what the poor perſecuted Officers of the Children of 1/rael ſaid to Pha- 
yoah, Exod. v. 15, 16. Mbergfore dealeſt thou thus with thy Servants 2 
There is no Straw given unto thy Servants. They ſay unto us, Make Brick, 
and behold thy Servants. are beaten, but the Fault is in thy own People.---For, 
my Lords, is. it not the Buſineſs of the Clergy to ſee this Rubrick put in 
Execution ? And the Duty of the Church-Wardens, according to. the 
28th Canon, quoted by our Author, Pag. 5. Parag: 4. to mark whether. 


— 


660 and 


any Strangers come often, and * from other Pariſbes to their Churches, 


r 


5 (10) . 
"© and to ſbew the Miniſters of them.” --- But, my Lords, where is this 
Rubrick or Canon obſerved or inſiſted on by the Miniſters or Church 
Wardens through England, Ireland, Wales, or his Majeſty's Town of Ber- 
wick upon Tweed, except now and then when they entertain a Grudge 
againſt ſome particular Methodiſts ? Theſe, my Lords, would rejoice to 
ſee, that Miniſters and Church-wardens would do their Duty in this Parti- 
cular.--- For many of them have been ſo offended by the Clergy's pro- 
miſcuouſly and careleſly admitting all Sorts of People to the Communion, 
that if it had not been for me, they would have left the Church only upon 
this Account.---We would therefore humbly recommend it to your Lord- 
fthips, that you, and the reſt of the Right Reverend the Biſhops, would 
inſiſt upon Curates and Church-wardens putting this, and all other ſucb 
wholeſome Laws and Rubricks, in Execution.---That which is holy would 
not then be given unto Dogs, nor ſo many open and notorious Evil-Livers 
take the ſacred Symbols of our Lord's moſt bleſſed Body and Blood into 
their unhallowed Hands and Mouths. The Methodiſts wiſh your Lord- 
Hips Proſperity in this much-wiſh'd-for, tho' long · neglected Part of Re- 
formation in the Name of the Lord. SE . 
At the fame time, my Lords, I would not ſay an Bun ur might a- 
ny way encourage Diſorders ; neither would I perſwade the Methodiſts 
to leave their own Pariſh Churches when the Sacrament is adminiſtered 
there. On the contrary, 1 would have them take the Author's Advice, 
Pag. 6. Parag. G. If particular Perſons are diſpoſed to receive Weekly, 
when the Sacrament is not adminiſtered at their own Pariſh;Church, 


5 


4 under the Hiffeuky (Parag. F. Pd 


(1.3. 


that Hundreds receive the bleſſed Sacrament, both in London and other 


Parag. 2. and making open Inroads upon the National Conſtitution (Parag. 4.) 


without bringing any real Proofs of either? 8 

I am not, my Lords, of the Author's Opinion, Parag. 8. Pag. 8. that 
“c this Slander (ol his being a Libeller) is effe&ually confuted by looking back 

<« tothe State of the ſeveral Religious Societies of London and Weſtminſter 
for many Years paſt.“ . -This will only ſerve to age every unpreju- 
diced Perſon's Cenſure of this Performance, and more effectualſy, without 
the leaſt Degree of Slander, prove it a notorious Libel.--- For wherein do 
the erbe, Societies tranſgreſs the Laws of Church or State any more 
than the Societies in London and Weſtminſter 2. Do the particular Mem- 
<« bers of each Society (Parag. 8. Pag. 8.) attend the publick Duties of 
« the Day together with their Neighbours, as the Laws of Church and 
« State direct?“ Do not the Members of the Methodiſts Societies the 


ſame ? * Have the Members of the religious Societies in London and Weſt. 


& minſter (as the Author mentions in the ſame Paragraph) alſo (by private 
Agreements among themſelves) their Evening Meetings, to employ the 


+ © Remainder of the Day in ſerious Converſation, and in reading good 


6% Books, &c.“ Have not the Members of the Methodiſts Societies Li- 
berty to enter into a like private Agreement among themſelves ? “Have 


* the Members of the London Societies behaved with Modeſty and Decen- 
© cy, Without any Violation of public Order and Regularity 2” So have ours, 
my Lords, as all muſt confeſs who have been preſent when our Socie- 


-- 


ties met. 5 5 
And therefore, my Lords, if theſe London Societies, as our Author ſays, 


Parag. 8. Pag. 8. have received no Diſcouragements, but, on the contrary, 


have been countenanced and encouraged by the Biſhops and Clergy, why 
do not the Methodiſts meet with the ſame Treatment ? Are they not as 


D 2 | loyal 
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loyal Subjects? If the one read a Prayer, may not the other pray extempo- | 
re? Does any Law of God or Man forbid it? If the one meet in a Veſtry, © | 
or private Houſe, may not the other meet in a Foundery or Tabernacle ?._ | 
Are not your Lordſhips therefore reduced to this Dilemma, either to en- 

courage both or neither? or at leaſt give the World better Reaſons than 

the Author of this Pamphlet has, why your Lordſhips ſhould countenance 

_ encourage the one, and ſo ſtrenuouſly diſcountenance and diſcourage the 

Other. 24 | | | ; | | 


For my own part, my Lords, I know of no Reaſon why they are diſ- 
countenanced, except this, viz. * The Methodiſts Societies (as they are 
c. called) are more for the Power of Godlineſs than thoſe other Societies 
& of London and Weſtminſter.” I aſſure your Lordſhips, I have not been 
altogether a Stranger to theſe Societies. I uſed to meet with ſome of 
them frequently, and have more than once preached their Quarterly Ser- | 
mon at Bow-Church.--- Some who before had only the Form of Godlineſs, 
our Saviour was ſince pleaſed to call effeFually by his Grace.---But when 
they began to talk Ffeelingly and experimentally of the New. Birth, free 
Juſtification and the Indwelling of the Spirit of God in Believers Hearts, 
they were ſoon looked upon as Righteous over-much,and accordingly were 
caſt out by their /elf-righteous Brethren.--- Theſe were the late Extrava- | 
gancies, my Lords, into which the Author (juſt at the Concluſion of his 
firſt Part) ſays, that ſome have been unhappily miſled ; and this, my Lords, 7 
was the firſt Riſe of the Societies which the Methodiſts now frequent. 
----Oh, that He and all that oppoſe them had been miſled into the like' | 
Extravagancies ! I mean a real Experience of the New- Birth, and te - | 
Righteouſneſs of Fefus Chriſt imputed and applied to their Souls by Faith. col 
through the Operation of the Eternal Spirit! For without this they can- | | 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.---Theſe things, my Lords, the 
firſt Members of the Religious Societies in London and Weſtminſter wete | 
no Strangers to.---Nay, their being miſled into what the Author calls the | 
Methodiſts late Extravagancies, was the Riſe of their Societies, as well as. | | 
cars ; and they met for the very ſame Ends, and I believe in the very ſame 
Spirit as the Methodiſts now do.---For a Proof of this, I would refer the 
Author to Dr. J/oodward's Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of the re- 
ligious Societies in the City of London, &c.—— My Lords, I have been 
reading over his ſecond: Chapter, and in reading it could ſcarce. refrain 
weeping, when I conſider'd how blind the Author of this Pamphlet muſt 
be, not to diſcern that the firſt religious Societies anſwered as to their 
Spirit, Experience, and Ends of meeting to the Methodiſts Societies, as 
Face anſwers to Face in the Water.---Let him not therefore mention the. 
Predeceſſors of the preſent London Societies (the laſt Words of the firſt * 
Part) as though that would ſtrengthen his Cauſe.--- Indeed, my Lords, it 
wezkens it much.---For was it poſſible for theſe Predeceſſors to hand) 
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the. dead, and examine our Principles and Practices, and thoſe of the pre- 
ſent religious Societies of London and Weſtminſter, I believe they would 
utterly difown them, and turn Methodifts too. 


= 


And why, my Lords, ſhould the Author be ſo averſe to Field-preaching ? 


Has not our Saviour given a Sanction to this Way of preaching ? Was 


not the beſt Sermon that was ever preach'd delivered on a Mount? Did 


not our Glorious Emanuel (after he was thruſt out of the Synagogues ) 


preach from a Ship, in a Wilderneſs, 6c ? Did not the Apoſtles after his 


Aſcenſion, preach in Schools, Publick Markets, and ſuch like Places of Re- 


fort and Concourſe ? And can we copy after better Examples? If it be 


faid © that the World was then Heathen,” I anſwer, and am perſwaded 


your Lordſhips will agree with me in this, that there are Thouſands and 
Ten Thouſands in his Majeſty's Dominions, as ignorant of true and un- 
defiled Religion, as ever the Heathens were? And are not Perſons who 
dare venture out, and ſhew ſuch poor Souls the way to Heaven, real 
Friends both to Church and State? And why then, my Lords, ſhould 


the Civil Power be applied to in order to quot. and ſuppreſs them ? Or 
a Pamphlet encouraged by ſeveral of the Ri 


Lordſhips, whether it would not be more becoming your Lordſhips 


Characters, to put your Clergy on preaching againſt Revelling, Cock- 


fighting, and ſuch like, than to move the Government againſt thoſe, 


who out of Love to God and precious Souls put their Lives in their 


Hand and preach. unto ſuch Revellers, Repentance towards God, 


and Faith towards our Lord Feſus ? What if the Methodiſts, by. Pub- | 

lick Advertiſements do invite the Rabble ? (as our Author is pleaſed to 
write Pag. 4. Paragraph 2.) Is not the ſame done by other Clergy, and. 
even by your Lordſhips, when you preach Charity Sermons ? But, my 
Lords, what does the Author mean by the'Rabble ? I ſuppoſe the com- 


mon People.---If ſo, theſe are they who always heard. the. Bleſſed Feſus 


gladly.---It was chiefly the Poor, my Lords, the 6x AQ=# „the Turba, the 


Mob, the Multitude, theſe People who the Scribes and Phariſees, ſaid 


knew not the Law, and were accurſed ; theſe were they that were evan- 
gelized, had the Goſpel preached unto them, and received the Spirit of 
God's dear Son.--- Not many Mighty, not many Noble are called, ſays 
the Apoſtle. Indocti rapiunt celum, dum nos cum doctrina deſcendimus in 


Gehennam, ſays one of the Fathers.--- And therefore, my Lords, ſuppoſ- 


ing we do advertiſe the Rabble, and none but ſuch make up our Audi- 
tories (which is quite falſe) if this be the Methodiſt's Shame, they may 


glory in it.--- For theſe Rabble, my Lords, have precious and immortal 


Souls, for which the dear Redeemer ſhed his precious Blood, as well 
as the Great and Rich.--- Theſe, my Lords, are the Publicans and Har- 
lots that enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, whilſt Self-righteous formal 


Profeſſors. 


hlet ght Reverend the Biſhops, which 
is manifeſtly calculated for that Purpoſe 2 I would humbly ask your 
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Profeſſors reject it. To ſhew, ſuch poor Sinners the way, to God, to, 


preach to them the Power of Chriſt's Reſurrection, and to pluck them 
as Firebrands but of the Burning, the Methodiſt 9 out into 
the Highways and Hedges.---If this is to be vile, by the 


ſo that I may finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and be made inſtramental in 


: Highways and E 7 lelp of my 
God, I ſhall be more vile ; neither count I my Life dear unto myſelf, 


turning any of this Rabble to Righteouſneſs. - And more eſpecially do 


1 think it my Duty to invite and preach to this Rabble in all Places, 


where Providence ſhall ſend me, at this Seaſon, that I may warn them 


againſt the dreadful Effects of Popiſh Principles, and exhort them to ex- 
ert their utmoſt Endeavours to keep out a Popiſh Pretender from ever 


ſitting upon the Engliſb Throne.---In acting thus, I humbly apprehend, 


I can do moſt ſervice to the Cauſe of the Bleſſed Feſus, his preſent Ma- 


jeſty King George, my Fellow-Sabje&s, and the Government under 
which I live.----And, however, ſuch kind of Preachers may be every 
where ſpoken againſt now, yet I doubt not but at the great deciſive 

ment for ever and ever; _ whilſt thoſe, who have only divined for 


Thy ny will be received with wilt Bone, and ſhine as Stars in the 
1 


Hire, have fed themſelves and not the Flock, and lorded it over God's Heri. 
tage, perhaps, may pay dear for their Preferment, and riſeto everlaſting 


- 


. 
* 


» 


Contempt - Pardon me, my Lords, for expreſſing myfelf here with 


ſome Degree of Warmth.---I muſt own it gives me Concern, to fee ſome 


of the Clergy ſtrain at a Gnat and ſwallow a Came], and attempt to pull 
the Mote out of our Eyes, before they have pulled the Beam out of their 


own. Is it not ridicuſous, my Lords, even in the Eyes of worldly Men, 


and does it not render the Author of this Pamphlet, | juſtly liable to Con- © 
tempt, to charge the Methodiſts with breaking Canons and Rubricks, 


. 
* 


* 


which is really not their Faults, when at the ſame time he knows that 
the Generality of the Clergy ſo notoriouſly break both Canons and Rut. 
bricks, and that too in the moſt important Articles, ſuch as not. CATE 


CHI5ING, PTVURATITIES, Non-REsIDENCE, Cc. every Day them- | 


ſelves ?---With what Face can he do it ? Is not this like Nero's ſet- 
ting Rome on Fire, and then charging it upon the Chriſtians ? May not 


Phyſician heal thyſelf, be immediately retorted on him? 


But I have done.---I would not bring a railing Accuſarion apainſt a- 
ny. —-Neither would I, my Lords, when giving a Reaſon of the Hope 


' that is in me, do it any otherways than with Meekneſs and 'Fear. ---- 1 


would therefore now proceed to anſwer the other Parts of the Pamph- 
let; but I ſhall reſerve that for another Letter, which, God willing, 


ſhall be publiſhed in a ſhort Time.---- In the mean while, I humbly re- 


commend this to the Divine Bleſſing and your Lordſhips Conſiderations, 


and beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, my Lords, .. 3 
Fon 10 Tour Lordſhips moſt ks 31 D E65 
8 5 obedient Son and Servant, 
London, March 10, 
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To the FIRST and SECOND PART of an 
Anonymous Pamphlet, 
ENTITLED, | 


| Obſervations upon the Conduct] and Behaviour 
of @ certain Sed? uſually diſtinguiſhed” by 
Name of M E THODISTS. 
LETTERS _ 
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ſt for the Defence of the Gafpel, they 
are often obliged like the Builders of 
the Temple in Nehemiah's Time, to hold a 
Sword in one Hand and a Truel in the other | 
'| ---- This I have found and do find true by | 
Experience, and though I defire at all Times 

to write of nothing but Jesvs CHRIST and g 
him crucified, yet in ſome Caſes I am con- 
ſtrained to anſwer for my ſelf, leaſt by my be- 
ing altogether ſilent, the Hands of many 5 
ſhould be weakened, and their Hearts be- 
come fad ---- This. was, one Reaſon why I | 

| thought it my Duty to anſwer the Right 0 
3 the Biſhops ; and that the Reader 
may ſee the whole of the Coney OR 7 

| „„ T0 have | 
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PAE to the READER. 


live prefixed thoſe Parts of the Obſervations 
which I have anſwered ---- I' have alſo made 
ſome Alterations | in the Anſwer to the Firſt 
Part becauſe I was not willing to ſtrive about 
Words --- There is a Third Part which I 
have begun to Anfwer, but cannot yet have 
Leiſure to finiſh --- May GOD give this 
his Bleſſing, and give all a Heart who wiſh 
well to Zion, to pay.” for the Ute 
nn but their 420 STE 
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14 1 bs 8 Ih 
I. + «hes 8 aw, any of the 5 . among the Method iſt 
i V have qualified. themſelves and the Places of their Alem dig, ac 
cording to the Act of.Toleration ; which - A Warrants ſeparate 
Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of God, that before were unlawful. 
The unpounded Licentiouſneſs in holdingn Aﬀemblies., 1 ber ; 
ip, both, as to Perſons. and Placgzi Ich hadypreyaiied 
„ 2 before the Reſt toration, and of; apt our Hiſtories are full; was a 
ſuf nt Marning to dhe. Legiſlature, to have a watchful; Eye over that 
0 in the Kingdom; and parti- 
Is ehe Rabl Workip.of Ga: And, ihe Methods taken from 
nin 54 en plain Evidence, at, the 2 thoſe 
Days aw the aniſchigyous'C Conſequences of. n em, and. the Neceſſity of put- 
ting early angd/effechi 1 5 upon them. And though, at the Revo- 
11004496 Wiſdom 0 "the N ation, for amg baſe 40 ſenzpulous Conſciences 
tube Base Religion Cas the Words ot, the Ad are |) -granted,aniFx- 
emen. om the Penalties of, former Laws, both to xyeachers and People; 
Petits plain, that they ſaw! the miſchieyays; Conſequences, of granting that 
Indulgegce, without ſuch Conditions; and Limitations, as would be a Security 
to the Eſtabliſhed Government and Religion, againſt the eee it 

might oi6previſe; give to the Enemies of. both 


0 


* 


:x nd. therefore the Act of Toleration provides; as to the. P 1 that none 
ſhall have the Benefit of it, but ſuch as will take the Oaths to the Govern- 
ment, and ſubſcribe the Declaration againſt Popery (30 Car. II, c. 1;) and 


a8 ˖0 the Preachers, it obliges them, not only to take 3 ſaid Oaths and ſub- 
ſcribe the Declaration; but alſo to ſubſcrihs The F hirty-pine Articles of Re- 


e Be excepted, which relate th CH monie fame Conſecra- 
tion of WIE | 
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II. But now, this new Seck of Methodj its have broken. thro? all theſe Pro 
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8 ing the Per a | 
ſand ins fbll Force again them, nor-embracing the, Protection Which the 
Act of Toleration might give them in Caſe they comply'd with the Condi- 
tions of it, And if this be not open, Depance, of Government, it is 
hard © f. hat B. A gf 


We begin with 885 bote at private loſes; ; bat they have 
ver pL , for fo fore 5 t gublicꝶꝭ Places of Reli- 
gious PA with i © fame ER. a8 . Lk mo warranted by the 
Act of\Thlrration. . And, not content with that, they have had the Bold- 
neſs to preach in the Fields and other open les. and by public Adver- 
tiſements to invite the Rabble ch bei thèit Hearers;/ notwithſtanding an ex- 
preſs Declaration in a Statute (22 Car. II. c. 1.) againſt aſſembling in a 
85 ELD, by Name. And how big with Miſchief that Practice in particular 
maß be abundantly ſeen in the paſt and preſent Accounts of it in a 
neighbouring Nation; and may be Enlidhy felt in our own, eri it will 
be too Jate te fefhedly it, if not atterided- to in Time: 800. 0 Baub0 
rn 17 N cli bor) To qicliio % 903 tot 2, . 
Ie chuft Be coRfeſſed, cht th do obe Ste which che Methodiſts 
„the AK ef TWerafion Nile ea Security againſt the Penalties of former 
Liv, if they would bat qtialify themſelves according to the Diredtionof itz 
but in the C ſe'of Hell predcbing, it WMeofſceibhed that it would not Rcure 
them. For: that Aer not 0hly requires theQualifications/6f Oaths and$ub/erip- 
tions ad ve, but alle provides, Th6r to Or aden Eb 
erp pal! be Hiaheby perim od bs libre, en e Pr ce f ful Nix 
— BZ certified t0't 72 ſhop! x phate Jo tb tb Antchütuebn of the" PER. 
deaconry,' or 10 — Fuſtites of of Ihe Peace af their Genel v Duarter Shſhots. ( 
nd it would be a ſtran 2 — to give an ny othet Meaning to the 
word P. aer in that Claus of the Akt, than A Particalar Honſe opened for 
Raious Warlhiy; ad 2(Axtd Place tobe repaited-to'by'a' Congregation 
:of "Dillenters; inwkich Setile it has been unwerſally undèrſtood! And indeed 
the Ack of 7. oleration itſelf plainly leads to this Meaning, when it forbids a- 
ny Aſembiy of Perſons, diſſenting from the Church of En =, to be had in 
** any PraeE for Religious Woffhip, with the Doors lock*d barr d, or bolt 
ged.“ Nor has it been knownithata Diſſentinę g Tescher f any Denemina- 
gen whatever; has thought: hinyelf Kara wech inde? che AG of been, 
bod to preach i m Fields\dviStroot, 11197 28 12101 2 4 oy ; > 31 0 ew '3 IVR $ UE 1 
404 Att. Fg t . 4. cab Te 4715/73 
I. Bit Ca aaa mer gpon dhe b National Conftity- 
tion; theſe Teachers aid their Followers affect wo be thought Members of the 
Nalin, Church, and doureoratngly join in —— — with it; though in 
a Manner that is very irregular, and l to the Directions lad down 
* t 


$852 
the Rubrick before the Communion: Service; which is eſtabliſhed by the Act 
of Uniformity. This Rubrick directs, as follows : © 
So many as intend to be Partakers of the Holy Communion, ſhall ſignify 
their Names to the Curate; at leaſt ſome Time the Day before. | 
And if any of thoſe be an open and notorious evil Liver, or have dane 
« ay Wrong to his Neighbours by Word or Deed, ſo that theCongregatioti 
ces thereby offended; the Curate, having Knowledge thereof, ſhall call him 
< and advertiſe him, that in any wiſe he preſume not to come to the Lord's 
c Table, until he bath openly declared himſelf to have truly repented, and 
* amended his former naughty Life, that the Congregation may thereby be 
e ſarisfied, which before were offended : and that he hath recompenſed the 
«© Parties to whom he hath done Wrong, or at leaſt declare himſelf to be in 
<* full Purpoſe ſo to do, as ſoon as he conveniently may. | 
« The ſame Order ſhall the Curate uſe with thoſe betwixt whom he per- 


„ ceiveth Malice and Hatred to reign ; not ſuffering them to be Partakers 5 


C of the Lord's Table, until he know them to be reconciled.“ 

It is plain, by the whole Tenor of this Rubrick, that by the Word Cu- 
rate, is meant the proper Miniſter who has the Cure of Souls (according to 
the uſual Meaning of the Word throughout the Book of Commom-Prayer,) 
vr ſome other officiating under him; and that by Neighbours, and thoſe whom 
he is to forbid/ to come to che Lord's Table tl they amend theirLives,and 
til they be reconciled; are meant his Pariſhioners, over whom he is placed 
a5 their Guide and Inſttuctor, and, as ſuch, is ſuppoſed to have Knowledge 
oft 50 N and a Right to interpoſe in their Spiritual Concerns. 
Fe ke Conſi derations of the Fiineſrand Reafonableneſs of every one's 
eng che Holy Sacrament with his own Pariſhioners,and from theHands 
of his on Miniſter, the 28th Canon of our Church requires the Church. 
wardens, io mark whether any Strangers come often and commonly from other 
Pariſhes to their urch, and to ſhew the Minifter of them ; teſt perhaps they 
may be admitted to the Lord's Table among others; which they ſhall forbid, 
and remit ſuch” home to their own Pariſh-Churches and Miniſters, there 70 . | 
ceive the Communion with the reſt of their Neighbours. 

And theſe general Rules, both in theRubrick and Canon, as they are found- 
ed upon Reaſons evidently good and wiſe in themſelves ; ſo are they, in their 
Effect and Operation, when duly obferved, the beſt and ſureſt Means of pre- 
crying Order and Regularity in the publick Adminiſtration of Divine Offices, 
and of avoiding all that Confuſion which they were deſigned to prevent. At 
the ſame Time, it muſt be eee that theſe good Ends may be ſuffci- 
zone anſwer'd, and the Rules faid to be duly ob ſerved, tho” Allowance be 
made, ta ſuch reaſonable Exceptions as evidently ariſe from the Nature amd 
"Circumſtances, of Perſons and Things. But though ſuch Exceptions are 4 
"HAM: —— in the Conſtruction and e of Gener l Rules ; n 


rhing 
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thing can juſtify either a wiltul Neglect, or an open Contempt, of the Rules 
themſelves. ee ee ef 


V. But now theſe wholſom Rules are not only broken-thro', but notori- 


oufly deſpiſed by the new Sect of Methodiſts ; who, leaving their own Pariſh- 
Churches where they are known,come trom ſeveral Quarters, in very great 
Numbers, to receive the Communion at other Churches, where they are not 
known; and between whom & theMiniſter there is noManner of Relation. 

This is a Practice which may juſtly be complained of by the Miniſters of 
the Churches to which they reſort in that irregular Manner; as it puts ſuch 
Miniſters under the Difficulty, either of rejecting great Numbers as un- 
known to them, or adminiſtring the Sacrament to great Numbers, of 
whom they have no Knowledge. | ct ee 


VI. Iknow but one Thing that can be pleadedin Behalf of this Practice: 
by ſuch, I mean, of them as deſire to receive the Communion every Lord's 
Day; and that is, That there is not a wveekly Communion in their own Pa- 
_ riſh-Church. But may not this End be attained in a more quiet and inoffen : 

{ive Way, tho' not ſtrictly regular, if particular Perſons, ho are ſo diſpoſed 
ſhould repair privately to the Church neareſt to their wu where the Sacra: 
ment is adminiſtred every Lord's Day; having firſt ſignify d their Names 
to the Miniſter, as the Rubrick directs? Which, ſurely, no Perſon can ſeru- 


ple to do, who profeſſes himſelf a Member of he. Church of England, and 


who, as ſuch, is obliged to come up, at leaſt as near as may be, ta the 
Rules which it preſcribes. But in this Way, oùt Methodifts would not have 
the vain Pleaſure of appearing together in a Body and as a diſtinct. Seck. 


this Suggeſtion, that there may bein that Part of their Conduct ſome. Mix- 


ture of Vanity, will appear to be neither unjuſt nor uncharitable, if it] 3 
ſidered, that though in the Churches of London Ah e{tminſterthere is uſu- 
ally a. Sacrament on the firſt; Sunday of every Month, I doubt it will be 
found, that however that may leſſen, it does. not hinder the Reſort, on 
that Day, to the Churches where they have uſually appeared, in a Body 

It appears from the foregoing Obſervations, that the Leaders of theſe 
People would act a far more conſiſtent and uniform Part, if they would 
either renounce Communion with the Eſtabliſhed Church, or oblige them- 


vi 
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ſelves and their Followers to have a greater Regard to the Rules and Orders 


0 II. Beſides our Methodiſts, there is another Sect ſprung up, and known 
by the Style and Title of Moravians. The Heads of them have been 
coming over for ſome Time from Moravia, a Country, in Germany of that 
Name; and thither alſo ſeveral of our Methbdiſts have gone in Pprfori to 
_ eacquaint themſelves more perfectly with — 

a oy eople. 


| 
| 


| 
| 
; 


the Laws have allowed them ? 


477 
People. It is not eaſy to come at a certain Knowledge of their Tenets; but 
in their Teachings, they are ſaid to reſt the J/hole of Religion upon the 
ſingle Point of BELIE VINO, and to diſclaim the Moral Law as no Part of 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. They are alſo ſaid to decry all + human Quali- 
fications for the Miniſtry, and all haman Helps and Preparations towards 


the Canverſion and Conviction of a Sinner; ſo that they ſhould ſeem 


to reſolve all into the immediate Teachings and Workings of the Spirit. 
However, my preſent Concern is not with their Principles, but with that 
which is more certain, I mean their Proceedings ; Particularly, their ſetting 
up publick Places of Aſſembly, with as much Openneſs as thoſe of our 
Diſſenters, which are ſet up under the Act of Toleration. At firſt, their 


Numbers were inconfiderable ; but having been joined by many of our ow 


Methodiſts, (by /ome of their Clergy, and by many more of their Lai, 
who have forſaken their firſt Leaders,) they are grown into a conſiderable 
Body, and, both in City and Country,are multiplying Bands and Societies in the 
Moravian Way. Which uncommon Zeal in their Leaders to carry on this 
Work, may Fan proceed from a ſtrange Notion they have got, 
Thet (in the Words of one of them) our Saviour is, now, about gathering 
bis Sheep out of all Nations, out of all Profeſſions, out of all Parties, out of 


all National Churches; into little Flocks which he governs with his Word 


and Spirit. A Notion, which muſt be conſidered by all ſober and unin- 


fected Minds, as merely Enibuſiaſtical; and it will be great Blindneſs in their 


Followers, if they do not call upon them for Proofs from the Goſpel, or 
from a well atteſted Revelation made to themſelves, of what our Saviour, 


28 they pretend, is now about to do, and of their Commiſſion to be the 
authone'd Deen of, I-. e 
FPhere is indeed, a ſpecial Proviſo in the Act of Uniformity, That 


be Penalties bf.\that A ſhall not extend to the Foreigners or Aliens of the 
Reformed Churrhes, allowed, or to be allowed, by the King's Majeſty, his 
Heirs and Sacceſſors, 'in;England, But do the Methodiſts who join them, 
confider that themſelves are no? Foreigners and Aliens? Or, do the real 


Moravians conſider, that they hold, for ought appears, open Aſſemblies 


contrary to the ſaid Law, or rather in Defiance of it? Or, being Foreig- 
ners, do they ſo far miſtake our Conſtitution, as to think that this is a Coun- 
try m which Religious Aſſemblies of every Kind may be ſet up at Pleaſure 
without any Regard to the Qualifications and Conditions upon which 
The Country moſt noted for an Indulgence to Religious Perſuaſions and 
Aſſemiblies, is HoLLawp ; but every there they are- put under proper Re- 
ſtraints and Regulations; ſuch as the State has thought fit, for its own Se- 

1 Fab, fevrral of thoſe wha perform the Offices of Prayer and Preaching in their, 
Afemblies, are common Mechanicks. * See Part III. Qu. 3. 1 


; 
: 
3 
: 
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curity. The Account that Sir WII IIA MH TEMPLE gives of it, in -his Ob- 
ſervations upon the United Provinces, 1 in this. After he has obſerved that 
the Exerciſe of tne Popiſh Religion is alone excepted from the common 


Protection of their Laws, he adds, That, of all other Religions, every Man 


enjoys the free Exerciſe in his own Chamber, or his own Houſe, unqueſ- | 
tioned and uneſpied. And if the Followersof any Sect grow ſo numerous 
in any Place, has they affect a publick Congregation, and are content to pur- | 


chaſe aPlace of Aſſembly, and to bear the Charge of a Paſtoral Teacher, c. 
they go, and * propoſe their Deſire to the. Magiſtrates of the Place where 


they reſide, who inform themſelves of their Opinions, and Manners of Wor- 
ſhip. And if they find nothing in either, deſtructive to Civil Society. or 
prejudicial to the Conſtitutions of their State, they eaſily allow it. But 
with the Condition, That one or more Commiſſioners ſhall be ap pointed, who 
ſhall have free Admiſſion at all their Meetings, and ſhall *. both the 
Obſervers and Witneſſes of all that is acted or preached among them. 


By the foregoing Clauſe in the Act of Voiformity/! the Api lication * here in 

England is to be to the Crown ; and the Moravians can beſt tell, whethet 
have made any ſuch Application, and been'favour'd with ſuch Aihtudace 
the Act requires, Hitherto, nothing of this has been made appear; And u 
they: make it appear, the Preſumption muſt be, that they have no _ Alto Tee, 


'To conclude this firſt 1 Part. AU h 


1 f 4} 212 OA 


II. -Itincabily foreflen; that rhis aba f eweep dither haipleintk güne 


Irregylarig es of theſe People, and eſpecially thoſe of our Methodiſts, will be 
cenſured by them as a Diſcouragement to Piety and Devotion, and particular- | 
ly to a Religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day. But this Slander is effec- 
tually confuted, by looking back to the State of the ſeveral\Religious Societies 
in London and Weſtminſter, \ for: many Years paſt; Which has been 

The particular Members of each Society, having attended the publict Duties 
of = Day together with their Neighbours, as the Laws of Church and State 
direct, have allo (by private Agreements: among themſelves) their Evenirig 
Meetings, to employ the Remainder of the Day in ſerious Converfation; and 
in Reading good Books, Sc. And theſe Societies, having behaved, with 
NModeſty and Decency, and without any Violation of publick Order and 
Regularity, have received no Diſcouragements, but, on the contrary, have 


been countenanced and encouraged by the Biſhops and Clergy:i' And this, 


God be thanked, ſtill continues to be the Caſe of many of thoſe . 
and the Members of them; as many I mea, as have not been una 
miſled into the late Extravagancies, but can be content to provide for ll. 


.tual Edification and re in a t fake Wa, as their = 
decellors did. 4 2 
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Pant II. 


 ESIDES the mer Irregularities which are e juſtly change! \ upon 
. theſe Itinerant Preachers, as Violations of the Laws of Church 
and State; it may be proper to enquire, Whether the Doctrins 
they teach, and thoſe Lengths they run, beyond what is practiſed 
among our Religious Societies, or in any other Chriſtian Church; be a Ser- 
vice or a Diſſervice to Religion ? To which Purpoſe, the following Que- 


Ties are ſubmitted to Conſideration. 


/ 


uery 1 HETHER Notions in Relig on may not be hei hten'd to 
Yo W. ſuch Extremes, as to lead ag into ay vor be ig Religion 
itſelf, through Deſpair. of attaining fuch exalted Heights ? And whether 
others, who have imbib'd thoſe Notions, may not be led by them into a 
Diſregard and Diſeſteem of the common Duties and Offices of Life; to 
ſuch a Degree at leaſt, as is inconſiſtent with that Attention to them, and 


that Diligence in them, which Providence has made neceſſary to the well- 


being of private Families and publick Societies, and which Chriſtianity 
does not only require in all Stations and in all Conditions, but declares at 
the ſame Time, (Col. 3. 22. Epheſ. v. 6.) that the Performance even of 
the loweſt Offices in Life, as unto God, (whoſe Providence has plac'd: Peo- 


ple in their ſeveral Stations, ) is truly a men Y en, and will not. fail 
of its Reward 1 in the next World ? 205 


Qu. 2. Whether the Enemy of Mankind way not find his Account in 
their carrying, Chriſtianity, which was deſign'd for a Rule to all Stations 
and all Conditions; to ſuch: Heights as ale it __ og yy 4 my 


5 ny: in e e or rather by none 1. 


* 


„Whether, in 1 pandcylar, the carrying; the Dodtrin f Ju ieee 
2 Faith alone to ſuch a Height, as not to allow, that a careful and ſin- 
cere Obſervance of Moral Duties is ſo much as a Condition of our Acce 


_ tance with God, and of our being juſtified in his Sight; Whether this, I 


ſay, does not naturally lead People to a Diſregard of thoſe Duties, and a 
low Eſteem of them; or racer. to » think mi no 8 of the Chriſtian. 


N 7 * 


+ The. Words of the pious and judicious Mr. Cr1LLINGWORTH are very n ma- 
terial to this Purpoſe. * For my Part, ſays he, 1 do beartily wiſh, that by publick 


Authority it were ſo ordered, that no Man ſhould ever preach or print this Doctrine, 


* That Faith alone juſtifies,” unleſs s be joins this 1 xeiper, with it, That univerſal O- 
bedience i is neceſſary to Say 6" VII. 5 1. Der, 3 


H, 4 
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Ju. 4. Whether a due and regular Attendance on the publick Offices 
of Religion, paid by good Men in a ſerious and compoſed Way, does not 


better anſwer the true Ends of Devotion, and is not a better Evidence of 


the Co-operation of the Holy Spirit, than thoſe ſudden “ Agonies, F 
Roarings and Screamings, . Tremblings. , Droppings-down,. | Ravings 
and Madneſſes; into which their Hearers have been caſt ; according to 


the Relations given of them in the Journals referred to? 


* Mr. J/hitfield's Journal VI. 2. 36.--VIL. 2. 57, 60,5. Mr, 1:fey's Journal 


III. Pag. 26, 41. 45, 59,64, 05. + Mr. Whitfield's Journal VII. pag. 74. Mr. 


Meſicys Journal III. pag. 40, 44, 50, 62,70, 83,02, 93,04. + Pag. 41, 43, 50, 58, 


61,93. Mr. Mbitfield's Journal VII. pag. 12,60. Mr. Weſiy's Journal III. 


8 


ber. 41,4346,50,58,59;61,64,65,83. I Par. 44,50,88,90,92,9- 


Nu. 5. Whether thoſe exalted Strains in Religion, and an Imagination 


of being already in a State of Perfection, are not apt to lead Men to Spi- 
ritual Pride and to a Contempt of their Fellow-Chriſtians; while they con- 
ſider them as only going-· on in what they account the /ow and imperfe# 


Way, (i. e. as growing in Grace and Goodneſs only by Degrees ;) Even | 


tho? it appear by the Lives of thoſe who are conſider'd by them as in that 


low and imperfecs Way, that they are Perſons who are gradually working 
out their Salvation, by their own honeſt Endeavours, and through the or- 
dinary Aſſiſtances of God's Grace; with a humble Reliance upon the 


Merits of Chriſt for the Pardon of their Sins, and the Acceptance of their 
fincere, though imperfect, Services? O77 1100 RIGID EI 10 


Qu. 6. Whether the ſkme exalted Strains and Notions do not tend to 


weaken the natural and civil Relations among Men, by leading the Inferi- 


ors; into whoſe Heads thoſe Notions are infuſed, to a Diſeſteem of their 
Superiors ; while they conſider them as in a much Jower Diſpenſation than 
themſelves ; though thoſe Superiors are otherwiſe ſober and good Men, 
and regular Attendants on the Ordinances of Religion? 


7. Whether a graduat Improvement in Grace and Goodneſs, is not 
a better Foundation of Comfort, and of an Afſurance of a Goſpel New 


Birth, than that which is founded on the Doctrin of a“ ſudden and in- 
ſtantaneaus Change; Which, if there be any ſuch Thing, is not eaſily di- 
ſtinguiſhed from Fancy and Imagination; the Working whereof we may 
well ſuppoſe to be more ſtrong and powerful, while the Perſon conſiders 


himſelf in the State of one who is admitted as a Candidate for ſuch Kt 


*” 


Change, and is taught in due Time to expect it? 


Mr. N. ſgeys Journal II. 5. 19, 20, 44. -- Journal III. . 26 0 , PE * 
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Qu. 8. Whether, in a Chilled Nation, where the Inſtruction and Edifi- 
cation of the People is provided-for, by placing Miniſters in certain Di- 


Prifts, to whom the Care of the Souls within thoſe Diſtricts is regularly 


committed; It can be for the Service of Religion, that Itinerant Preachers 


run up and down from Place to Place, and from County to County, draw- 


ing after them confuſed Multitudes of People, and leading them into a Diſ- 
eſteem of their own Paſtors, as + leſs willing or leſs able to inſtruct them in 
the Way of Salvation: An Evil, Which our Church has wiſely provided 
againſt in the Ordination of a Prieſt, by expreſly limitting the Exerciſe of 
the Powers conferred upon him, of preaching the Word of God, and ad- 
miniſtring the Holy Sacraments, * io the Congregation where he ſhall be 


lawfully appointed thereunto. 


The Biſhops, indeed, and alſo our two Univerſities, have Power to grant 
Licences to preach, of a larger Extent, to ſuch Clergymen as they judge 
proper; who, in Virtue thereof, may, if they chuſe, travel from Place to 
Place as Itinerants. But then the Church has provided in that Caſe (Can. 
30.) That neither the Miniſter, 'Church-wardens, nor any other Officers 
of the, Church, ſhall ſaffer any Man to preach within their Churches 
and Chapels, but ſuch as, hy ſhewing their Lichnſs to preach, ſhall ap- 
A ,pear unto them to be ſufficiently auiboriſed thereunto . 
The Practice of Licenſing Ibinerant Preachers was occaſioned by the lo. 
Talents of many Incumbents in the more early Days of the Reformation; 
whoſe Abilities carry*d them no farther than to the Reading of Homilies+ 
A Defect, which has long been remedied by a liberal Education of ſuffici- 
ent Numbers of Perſons for the Miniſtry, who regularly perform the Of- 
fice of Preaching; as well as other Duties, in the Pariſhes' committed to 
their Care. And if the forementioned Defect did ſtill continue, as, God 
be thank: d, it does not; it would be ill ſupplyd by our modern Itinerants 


who make it their principal Employ, wherever they go, to inſtill into the 


People a few favourite Tenets of their own; and this, with ſuch Diligence 
and. Zeal, as if the Whole of Chriſtianity depended upon them, and all 
Efforts towards the true Chriſtian Life, without a Belief of thoſe Tenets 
were vain and ineffectual. 


F Mr. Whitefield, (Journal IV. p. 38.) addreſſing himſelf to his Brother-Teachers ; oy, 
0 my dear Brethren, have Compaſſion on our dear Lord's, Church, which he has purchaſed 
with his own Blood. Suffer none of them to be as Sheep having no Shepherd, or worſe than 
none, thoſe blind Leaders of the Blind, who let them periſh for lack of Knowledge, and are no 
better than Wolves in Sheeps cloathing. And, Journal V. p. 31. Though we are but few, 
ard ſtand as it were alone, like Elijab; and though they, like the Prieſts of Baal, are 
many in Number; yet I doubt not but the Lord will appear for us as he did for that 
Prophet, and make us more then Conquerors.“ And Pag. 32. This Afternoon I was 
carried out much in bearing my Teſtimony againſt the uuchriſtian Princ'ples and Prac- 
tices of the Generality of our Clegg. | 08 
Mr. Weſley (Journal III 5. 52.) being akea, By what guthority he preached, rep3 a, 
« By the Zuthority. f Jeſus Corift enweyed to me ty the ( now: ) Archbiſhop if Canteroury, 


when he laid his hands upon me, and ſaid, Take thou Authority to preach the Goſpel.” In 


B 0 
this Reply, he thought fit, for a plain Reaſon, to leave out this latter Part of the Com- 
miſſion; tor that would have ſhewn his Reader che _Reftraint and Limitatjon under 


. Which the Exerciſe of the Power is granted. But jn the ſame Journal, pl 56. he declares, 
without Reſerve, ©, That he looks upon all the World as his Pariſh, and explains his Mean. 
ing as follows; © In whatever Part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and my bounden 


_ 


Duty, to declare unto all that are willing to hear, the glad Tidings of Salvation. This is 
the Work which I know God has call'd me to.“ Such alſo is the Language of Mr. I hite- 


feld, (Journal VII. p. 18, 62, 78.) As to an extraordinary Call, I claim none,  other-- 


wiſe than the Apoſtle's Injunction, As we have Opportunity, let us, do Good unto all. 


Men.“ G0 ſeems to ſhew me, it is my Duty to Evangeliſe, and not to ſix in any 
place.”---# I am now free to Evangeliſe and go whitherſoever the Lord ſhall 


Te 

be ed to cal me? 
Nov, if this Call may 
without any other Evidences of an Apoſtolicat Miſſion ; what Occaſion had Mr. Maſſey to 
have Recourſe to the Plea of an Epiſcopal Miſhon } * © | 


* 


It were well, if he and ſome others would remember what the ſame Apoſtle has ſaid (1 


be pleaded by Chriſftians,on the Foot of that general Injunction, 


Cor, xiv4 33.) God is nut the Author of Confuſion ( or, as it is in the Margin, act of Tu- 


MULT ) but of Peace, as in all, Churehes of the Saints, | 


+ 


| Qu. 9. Whether it does not ſavour of Self-ſufficiency and Preſumption· 


when a few young Heads, without any Colour of a Divine Commiſſion, 
ſet up their own Schemes, as the great Standard of Chriſtianity: And, How 
it can be reconciled to Chriſtian Humility, Prudence, or Charity, to indulge 


their own Notions to ſuch a Degree, as to perplex, unhinge, terrify, and di- 
ſtra& the Minds of Multitudes of People, who have lived from their In- 


fancy- under a Gofpel Miniſtry, and in -the regular Exerciſe of 'a Goſpel 


Worſhip:; and all this, by perſuading them, that they have never yet heard 


the true + Goſpel, nor been inſtructed in the true Way of Salvation before; 


and that they neither are, nor can be true Chriſtians, but by adhering to 
their DoErins and Diſciplin, and embracingChriſtianuy upon their Schemes, 
All the while, for the Sake of thoſe. Schemes, and in Purſuance of them, 
violating the wholfome Rules, which the Powers Spiritual and Temporal ' 
have wiſely and piouſly eſtabliſned, for the Preſervation of Peace. and 

T. This was the Language with which they ſet out early--7 Herd Jeſus Chrift freely to 
them, Npitßell's 3d Journal, p. 47. -- think, Wales is excellently well prepar'd for the 
bid. p. 54,---Receiv'd News of the wonderful Progreſs of the Goſpel in 


Order in the Church. n. 


Goſpel of Chrif | 
Yorkſhire, under the Miniſtry of my dear Brother Ingham, ibid. p. 52.--- I was retreſt'd 
by a great Packet of Letters, giving me an Account of the Succeſs of the Geſpel, ibid. p. 73. 
A moſt comfortablePacket of Letters,giving me anAccount of theSzcce/s of: r. 
Theſe Inftances are taken from the Biſhop of London's Fourth Paſtoral Letter; and the 
ſame Language has continued in the ſvhſeguent Journals, and in their Letters. 


24. 10. Whether it be for the Service of Religion, to diſcourage 
People from reading * enen Tillot ſon's Sermons, and the 
* Mr. Mbitfeld's Journal V. p. 19. It cannot be expreſſed how many carnal Hearts were 
diſturbed by my Teſtimony againſt Archbiſhop Tillotſon. But before I have done, I do not 
deſpair of ſeeing People bring his Works, as they once brought the Books of curious Arts, and 


burn them before all Men. Journal VII. p. 2. The Man's Wife was a great Admirer of 


Archbiſhop Tillotſon, but having her Eyes now opened to diſcern Spiritual Things, can no long- 
er take up with ſuch Huſks, fit only for carnal, unawakened, unbelieving Reaſoners, to eat. 


T Whole 


i 


— — 


! 


dr — 


+ Whole Duty of Man; to whom our Methodiſts might have added ma- 
ny more of our beſt. Writers after the Reſtoration. For, all theſe (together 
with explaining the whole Work of our Redemption by Chriſt) endea- 
vour'd to turn the Minds of People to the Practice of: Moral Duties, and 
to cure them of that Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm into which they had been 
| led by the Antinomian Doctrines and others of the like Tendency, during 
the Times of Anarchy and Confuſion. M 


+ Mr. Whitfeld"s Letter from New Brunſwick, p. 6, 7. --- Aſter having laid un his 
own Scheme, he adds, This, the Author of the hole Duty of Man was wholly 1gnorant 
of; otherwiſe he would not have laid ſuch a Foundation. And if the Foundation be fo 
bad, judge you then how wretchedly weak the Superſtructure muſt be.” He [the Perſon | 
who urged the Authority of that Book, to juſtify the Uſe of innocent Recreations] is not 
the firſt, by Thouſands, who has been miſerably deceived by this Book; and therefore I | 
thought my ſelf obliged to write this Letter. You may make what Uſe you will of it. 

I care not if the Contents are publiſhed upon the Houle-top. --- There is no Hopes of 
bringing People to a right Knowledge of the Goſpel, till their favourite, though erro- 
neous, Authors are diſcountenanced and laid aſide. | | . 


Qu. 11. Whether, the Frame of human Nature fairly conſidered, the 

Author of the Whole Duty of Man did not do better Service to Religion, 

in laying down Rules to keepRecreations of all Kinds within the Bounds of 

snnocence; than they, who now cenſure him, and abſolutely deny that“ 
- | - Recreations of am Kind, confider'd as ſuch, are or can be innocent? 


— — — 
— ͤ —Ä— nn rn 


* Mr. Whitfeld's Letter from New Brun wick, p. 7, --- Journal V. p. 58, 59, 77, 78.--- 
eee ot nora hs 


| Qu. 12. Whether the ſtrong Expreſſions which are found in their printed 
Journals, of + extraordinary Prefences of God directing and aſſiſting them 

| in a more immediate Manner, do not need ſome Teſtimonies of a Divine 

| Miſſion, to clear them from the Charge of Enthuſiaſm ? oy POT. 


+ Many Paſſages of that and other Kinds, are cited out of Mr. Mhitfield's rſt, zd, & 3d | 
Journals, in the Biſhop of London's Fourth Paſtoral Letter; thoſe three being all that were 
then publiſhed. Such are theſe that follow: -- Had much of the Preſence of God with | 
* ne, Journal I. p. 18. --- Had much of God with me to Day, ibid. p. 28. — The King- | 
dom of God is within me, Journ. III. p. 4. --- My Oppoſers, would they but ſpeak, can- | 
not but confeſs that God is with me of a Truth, ibid. p. 18. Toh 787 5 
But ſince the Publication of thoſe three Journals, he has publiſhed four more; and thoſe | 


more full of Enthufiaſm, if poſſible, than the three firſt ; as will appear by the follow-- 
ing Extracts, [ 


I. Extraordinary Preſences of God. | Journal V. 


Fournal IV. 3 P. zo. Several joining in Prayer, the Di- | 
P. 2. My Soul was ſo fill'd with God, that vine > pn was manifelt among us. | 

the Word came with very great Power Journal VI. TR | 
to all that heard me, Fn £ P. 47. Felt much of the Preſence of God 


P. 3. God is pleaſed to youchſafe me great | in my Heart. 1 Wo 
Meaſures & his divine Preſence. Did. I returned to my Sloop with much 


. ivine Pre 1 f God's Preſence. 
. : 3 The Divine Preſence "os amongſt | of God's Turn VI. 


— — 


+ < — — _ 
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— — — — ————_—_— 
— — rr ¶ 
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(14) 
I P. 5. God gave me e great Lilargettivyt of 
Soul; and the Exhortation, Which was 
long and powerful, I believe, reached 
their Hearts. 
P. 12. God was pleaſed to give me uncom- 
mon Freedom and Liberty in ſpeaking. 
P. 14. I perceiv'd a freſh Supply of e 
to be given me from above. 121 5 
P. 21. I never had ſuch Power given me 3 
ſpeak to the Scoffers. , 
P. 23. My Body being weak, and God be- 
| ing pleas'd to withdraw himſelf, I ſpoke 
with very little Power in the Morning ; 
but in the Afternoon God cauſed my 
Strength to return again, and I preach'd 
with much Freedom and Power in the 
Evening---- And I was enabled to lift up 
my Voice like a Trumpet, and to preach 


- Journal VII. | 
P. 8. Preached twice, wih nad of the 
1 „Bre Preſence. 
P. +2. Felt more than common, of ihe Di- ] 
vine Preſence in my Soul. 
P. 31. The Power and Preſence of the 
Lord accompanied and follow'd me. 
P. 48. The Divine Preſence was ſtrong 
upon me all the Evening. 
N P. 63. Felt an eſpecial Preſence of God 
{ in my private Buſineſs, 


— Sn OE —— — VO SN 


II. Extraordinary Communi cations 
| 3 JO God. 


1 IV. | 
. 161 God: was pleas'd to e me with 


2 a jw — —_— _—_— "EY 


| _ freſh Communications from himſelf. to about 20,000 Souls. 

Ji P. 31. Have had great Communications P. 35. I pray'd and preach'd with greater 
| | from God. Demonſtration of the r 111 ever. 
43 Fournal Vw. e | 
| ö Fe, 22. experience freſh | Teachings ond | Jude V. 

1 


P. 23. reit more el the! Divine. Aſiſiante.' 


Communications from God's 0p 
To. day, chan I have ſince I have been 


Spirit. 


— — 
— 
8 ä A — — — — 


— — 
- * 

b 

— — — 


| | Vid. God has been pleaſed to vouchlafe me 


plentiful Communications from himſelf. 


Aue, VII. 


. 2, Have bad frequent S 


9 above, both by way « of Humili- 
ation and Exattation. 
P. 19. The bleſſed Jeſus was 
| "ſweetly to manifeſt himſelf to my Soul. 


ing my Soul. 
E. 58. Divine Manifeſtations 8 ſo 


faſt, that my frail Tabernacle was ſcarce 


able to ſuſtain them. 
P. 62. TheLord was pleaſed to communi- 
cate himſelf to me freely. 
fill'd with his bleſſed Preſence. | | 


III. Eviroordinary Emanations and | | 


Afi ſtances of the Holy Spirit; par- 
ticularly in Preaching. 


2 TY 


V, 2. My Word, I believe, came with De- $1 


5 Ja tt 37 the Spirit. 


P. 4. Preach'd with great Power This, 


the e Language of the Journals.] 


a. 


My Soul was 


abroad. | 
P. zo. The Lord endow'd me with Power 


from on High. My Heart was eyarged 
and warm'd with-Divine Love. 


p. 34. The Holy Spirit ſxweetly gave me 
Utterance. 


P. 38! Þchays nat felt greater Freetlom in 
1 


preaching, and more Power in Prayer, and 


8 ſtronger Witneſs of the Spirit, ſince 1 
<P: 23. Received freſh Emanations of Di- * 5 


vine Light break-in upon and refreſn- 


came into Anerita. s 
P. 40. God was pleaſed to open my Mouth. 
P. 44. I began to PRs as the Lord gave 

me Utterance. | 
 Thid. In the Midſt of my Diſcouile, the 
Power of the Lord Jeſus came upon me. 
P. 46. God gave me, particularly toward 
. the Cloſe of my Sermon. to ipeak with 
Divine Energy. 

P. 72. I was much cartied out; I felt the 

Power of God come upon me, and [ 

ſpoke with Demonſtration of the Spirit 


7M to the Hearer's Souls, 1 


Journal VI. | 

P. 23. Before I had "AG the Power of "4g 
Lord came upon the Congregation, the 
Holy Ghoſt -overſhadow'd them, and a 
k gracious meiues, was vile in moſt thet | 


| heard. 
1 "F 2 5. 


(48 3; 


P. 25. I was ready to drop down --- But 
God was pleaſed ſo to revive me, byCom- 


munications from himſelf, that I ſpoke 


with great Demonſtration of the Spirit 
and with Power. | 

P. 27. In very great Weakneſs of Body. 
But, before I had preached ſix Minutes, 
bodily and ſpiritualStrength was given me, 


and the Lord was pleaſed to ſet his Seal 


to what he enabled me to deliver. 


P. 30. Towards the Concluſion of my Diſ- 


courſe, God's Spirit came upon the Preach- 


er and the People. 


. $3: When we came to publick Prayer, | 
t 


e Holy Ghoſt ſeem'd to come into the 
Congregationlike a mighty ruſhing Wind, 
carrying all before it. 13 


Fe SSTRONITRg RITHTE | 
P. 13. Finding the Power of the Lord 
come upon me, I began to ſpeak to them 


of the Things of God. 


P. 39. I preach'd with much Demonſtrati- 


of the Spirit. [2s 0 


him for my Friends. 

P. 46. The Holy Ghoſt enabled me to 
ſpeak with a great deal of Power, 

P. 50. The Power of the Lord was upon 


me; 1 ſpake with much Weight and 
| Journas V. 


Freedom. | 3 
P. 53. The Spirit of the Lord came upon 


me, and enabled me to ſpeak with Vigour. 
P. 57. After I had begun, the Spirit of the 


Lord gave me Freedom, till at length it 


came down like a mighty ruſhing Wind, | 
| Journal VII. 


and carried all before it. 


P. 67. I felt the Holy Ghoſt come upon me 
at that Time, and never ſpoke on that 


wiſe before. 


tunces; ſet down in the Ble of London's 
Ah Paſtoral Letter----- ſpoke with the 
Demanſtration of the Spirit, Journal III. 

p. 8.--- Wasfilled with the Holy hof, which 


very much ftrengthen'd my Body, and 
made my Feet like Hart's Feet, ibid. p. 
13. Expounded with ſuch Demonſtrati- 

on of the Spirit, as I never ſpoke with be- 


fore, ibid. p. 14.---- God has given me a 
double Por tion of his Spirit indeed, ibid. 
p- 15.---Was told that my preaching was 


P. 43, 56----The' Spirit of che Lord came 
upon me, God gave me to wreſtle with. 


More Inflances of ſuch extraordinary Aſſiſ- 


2 — 


ö 


. 


1 


attended with zxcommonPoroer, ibid. p. 16 
---I fear, I ſhould. guench the Spirit, did 
J not go on to ſpeak as he gives me Ut- 
terance, ibid. p. 17. God enabled me 


to ſpeak with ſuch irrœſiſtible Pecver, that 


the Oppcſ:rs were quite {truck dumb and 
confounded, ibid. p. 24.---- Felt the 11 
rit cf God working in me mightily, ibid. 
Blefied be God, 1 find myſelf much re- 
freſhed in Spirit, and a new Supply of 
Strength given me. Thus Mall it be 
done to the Man whom God delighteth to 


honour, ibid. p41. Had extraordinary 


7 * 


Power given me at the Society in Nicho- 


las- Street, ibid. p. 53. Heard of one that 
received the Holy Ghoft immediately upon 
my preaching Chriſt. ibid. p. 72.---T be- 


lieve, few, if any, were able to reſiſt the 


20 Power, wherewith God enabled me to 
ſpeak, ibid. p. 108.--- My Heart was ful 


of God, and I ſpake as one having Autho- 
rity, ibid. 2 


IV. Special Dire#ions from God. 
Journal IV. 


P. zo. Aſk'd Counſel of God, and perceiv'd 


an unuſual Power and Warmth enter in- 
to my Soul, 


P. 23. In writing an ExtemporeSermon-- 

The Holy Ghoſt brought many Things 
to my Remembrance. 

P. 43. God was pleaſed to direct my Words. 


P. 49. The Morning I intended to go and 
preach at · But God ſhew'd me To day, 

it was inconſiſtent with my other Buſineſs 
upon many Accounts. | : 

P. 66. The Lord gave me the Text I 
preached on juſt before the Meeting, di: 
rected me to a Method as I was going, 12 
the Pulpit Stairs, and enabled me to diſ- 

courſe with an uncommon Clearneſs, Free- 
dom, and Power. 


More Inſtances of ſuch immediate Directions 
from God ; out of the Biſpop of London's 
4th Paſtoral Letter.----This Day, I in- 

| tended to ſtay on Board to write Let- 
ters, but God being pleaſed to ſhew me it 


was 


7.16) 


Was not his Iill, I went on Shore again. 
Journ. I. p. 3. ----I cold the People that 
Sad called me, and I nuſt away. ---- In- 
tended to preach at Fort Simens, &c. but 
Lord, thou calledſt me elſewhere, Journal 
II. p. 9.---God having ſhew'd me and 
my Friends, that it was his Willi I ſhould. 
return for a while to EAgland, -I preach'd 
| my farewell Serm on, ibid. Pp. 11. 


| Under this Head may alſo properly be placed, 

the Declarations F a ſpecial and immediate 
Mison from God, (as they are found toge- 
ther in the ſaid 4th Paſtoral Letter : 
Was ſoon wenne that God hath ent 


w<wSss. 


me hither of a Truth, Journ. I. p 
The eternal Almighty I am, 
me, ibid. p. 32.--- reach the Goſpel 
at Frederica alſo ; for therefore am 1 ſent. 
Journ. 11. p. 7 Lord, thou calledſt me 
elſewhere, ibig. P. 9. This I know, what 
I have ſpoken tromGod, will come to paſs 
(lo it oil come) and then ſhallScoffers and 
Deſpiſers know, that a Minifter of Chriſt 
hath been amongſt them, ibid. p. 19.- --- 
I muſt go into every Place and City, 
where I have been already ; for there- 
fore am I /ent, Journ. III. p. 20.---Lord, 
open thou their Eyes, that they may 
ſee that this is thyDoing, Journ. III. p.33. 


Qu. 13. Whether the ſame Perſon's Or EN and PuBL1ck Boaſtings of 
tis own extraordinary Labours in the Miniſtry, and his uncommon: Succels in 
it, and of the vaſt Concourſe of People with which his Preaching is at- 
' tended, and the diſtinguiſhing Reſpes he meets with on that Account: 
Whether, Lay, the publiſhing all this to the World, ſavours of that Humi- 


lity, Mode 


{ty and Self-denial, which becomes a Miniſter of the Goſpel; and 


eſpecially one, who would be thought to carry-on his Miniſtry under the 


immediate Guidance of the Holy Spirit; 


whoſe peculiar Office it 1s, to ſea- 


ſon the Heart with Humility, and to root out of it the Seeds of Pride and 


Vain:glory. 


* My. Whitefield's Journal IV. 
P. 16. The People were much rejoyced at 
the News of my Coming. 


Their Hearts ' 


; 


ſeem'd to leap for Joy, and many Thankſ- ' 


givings were render'd to God in my Be- 
half. 'The Bells rang, unknown to me. 


P. 38. Many Tears were ſhed when I talk'd | 
, .of leaving them---I could fcarce get to 


the Coach for the People's thronging me, 
to take me by the Hand, and give me a 


parting Blefling. 1 | 
| | 1 People ſeem'd to come from all SAY 3 


Journal V. 


P. 6. When I ſaid, Finally Brethren, 8 4 


well; 
into ſtrong Cryings and Tears. 

P. 47. They follow me, wherever 1 go, as 
they uſed to do in London. 


Ne VI. 31 DE 63 


39. After I had ten my Leave,Oh how | 


many came to my Lodgings, ſorrowing 
moſt of all that they were likely to ce 
my Face no more for a long Seaſon. / 


Thouſands immediately burſt out | 


2 


P. yo. Many People ſtood without the Church- 
door, and I was enabled to ſpeak with ſuch 
abundant Freedom and Power, that I can- 
not believe any one Hearer could avoid 
being affected in ſome Degree or other. 
__ --- I aw the Word ſtrike the Hearers, 
| like ſo many pointed Arrows. It came 
with Demonſtration of the Spirit indeed, 


Carnal Reaſoning coo not "nt it. 
. VII. 


and the Word, as I was told, came with 
a convincing Power. 

P. 32. In every Part of the Congregation, 
Perſons might be ſeen under greatConcern. 

P. 37. Wherever 1 89, People will follow 
me. 

P. 44. Numbers, great Numbers, mekeds in- 
to Tears, when I talk'd of leaving them. 

P. 44. The Word fell with much Weight 
indeed : It carried all before 1 it. | 


The END & PARK H. 


AN 
ANSWER 
To the SECOND PART of an 


Anonymous Pamphlet, 
ENTITLED, 


of a certain Set? uſually diſtinguiſhed by 
the Name of ME THoODISTSs. 


INA 


Second LETTER 


10 THE 


 Ricrr W 


The BISHOP of LONDON, 
And the other the Right Reverend the BISHOPS 


1 cConcern'd in the Publication thereof. 
| "MW GEORGE WHITEFIELD, 4 B. 
| | Late of PemBRoKe- COLLEGE, 8 © 


' My Heart's Defire and Prayer to God for Ijrael is, that they might be ſaved --- For J bear 
them Record, that they have a Zeal - of God, but not according to Knowledge. For they be- 


x ing igno rant of Gea's Righteouſneſs, and going about to eftabli iſh their own Righteouſneſs, 
TM © Have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the Righteouſneſs of God. Rom. 10. 1, 2, 3. 


BY OSTON: Printed and Sold by Roczxs and F OWLE in Qucen-ſtrect, near 
the Priſon. 1744. 
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To the RrenT Revenzny 


op of London, &c. 


Troubled your. Loni with a Letter "I Time — now pro- 
. ceed according to my Promiſe at the cloſe of that, to anſwer the re- 
mainder of the Anonymous Pamphlet entitled, Obſervations upon the 
Conduct and Behaviour of a certain Sef# uſually di /Ringuiſhed by the Name 
of Methodiſts. — The Author opens the ſecond Part with this Preface— 
4 Beſides the many Jrregularities which are juſtly charged upon theſe: Li- 
© nerant. Preachers as Violations of the Laws of Church and State; it 
may be proper to enquire, whether the Doctrines they teach, or thoſe 
<« Lengths they run, beyond what is practiced among our religious Societies, 
or in any other Chriſtian Church; be a Service or a Diſſervice to Re- 
cc ligion? To which purpoſe, the following Queries are ſubmitted to Con- 
0 fderation®. Alt is here taken for granted that the Methodiſts ( termed 
by our Author either out of Contempt, or by way of Periphraſis) theſe 


Uineran Preachers. are juſtly charged with many Irregularities, which 


amount to Violations of the Laws of Church and State. But how has 
the Author proved, what He here takes for granted? I humbly apprehend 


not at all For has it not appeared in my Anſwer to the firſt Part of his 


Obſervations, that neither the Act of Toleration nor that of Charles IId 
any way affects the Methodiſts, as being Loyal Subjects to His Majeſty 
King George, 'and Members of the Church of land ? How then have 
They been juſtly charged with Violations of the Laws of the State? And 
has it not been equally made to appear that the Irregularity theAuthor ſays 
the Methodiſts have been guilty of, in coming to other pariſh Churches to 
dla 1 —— WP to cheNeglgence of wo — s Clergy 
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and Church-wardens ? How then have they been juſtly charged with Viola” 
tions of the Laws of the Church ? But may we not fuppoſe-by his ſpeak- 
ing ſeemingly ſo contemptuouſly of theſe [tinerant Preachers, that Tti- 
nerant preaching itſelf, is one of theſe many Irregularities and Violatiors 


of the Laws of the Churgh at leaſt, if not of the State, which according to 


this Author are juſtly charged upon theſe 1tinerant Preachers? His eighth 


Query, page 11th (which for Method Sake I would here beg leave to make 


ſome Remarks upon) beſpeaks, as much — For He therein fubmits it to the 
Conſideration of the publick &“, Whether; in a Chriſtian Nation, where 
ce the Inſtruction and Edification of the People is provided for, by placing 
«© Miniſters in certain Diſtris, to whom the Care of the Souls within thoſe 


County to County, drawing after them confuſedglihalth 
« ple? An Evil which our Church has wiſely pray 
Author, in the Ordination of a Prieſt, by expreſſſ g the Exerciſe 
<« of the Powers conferred upon him, of preach 1 


taken; abſolutely forbid any Preſbyters whatſoever 1 any where be- 


— 


ꝗ—mUDN—U— ö᷑ —— 


% unto' = Whatitheſe Licences for Itinerant preaching are to which the 
Author here refers: is not certain Does He not feem to mean the Com- 
mon Licences which Your Hordſhips give the Clergy, when they take upon 
them Holy Orders? Are not theſe the Licences which the Church-wardens 
examine? And what is the end of theſe Licences? Was it ever heard be- 
fore that they. were to qualify perſons to be Itinerant Preachers? Is not the 
plain ehdof them to ſatisfy the Church-wardens that the perſons that offer 
7 their Service have had a.regular Ordination and are ſufficiently Authoriſed 
to pteach? And does not the Author know that theſe Licences now are 
_hittle regarded? Do not our Letters of Orders anſwer the fame end to all 
intents and purpoſes? Were they not judged ſufficient at our firſt ſetting 
out into the Miniſtry.? And after all, what is it that the Miniſters and Church- 
wardens can do to perſons that have not theſe Licences? Why they are not 
to: ſuffer the c to preach. adilhin their Churches and Chapels? But have 
they any pow]an my Lords, to hinder them from preaching without their 
Churches or Chapels? No, bleſſed be God their power is limited within, 
Hitherto can they go, and no further — And therefore ſuppoſing theſe 
Itinerant Preachers tho" they have no Licences, do not preach within any 
Churches or Chapels without the Miniſters or Church-wardens conſent, how 
are they! juſtly charged with Violating a Law of the Church, tho' they 
- | ſhould preach without doors to as great Multitudes as ſhall be inclined to 
7 8 VVV 
He proceeds in the 3d paragraph under this 8th Query to write thus “the 
practice of licenſing Itinerant Preachers was occaſioned by the low ta- 
.« lents-of many Incumbents in the more early days of the Reformation? 
e whoſe Abilities carry'd them no farther than to the reading of Homilies, 
4 defect which has long been remedied by a Liberal Education of ſuf- 
* fictent Numbers of Perſons for the Miniſtry, who regularly perform the 
«© Office of Preaching, as well as other Duties, in the Pariſhes committed 
6e to their Care. And if the forementioned Defe& did ftill continue, as 
„God be thanked, it does not; it would be ill ſupplied by our: Modern 
1: © Itinerants, who make it their principal employ where ever they go, to 
4 inſtill into the People a few favourite tenets of their own; and this, with 
6 ſuch Diligence and Zeal as ifethe whole of Chriſtianity depended upon 
„ them, and all Efforts" towards the true Chriſtian Life, without a Belief bf 
- hoſe Tenets, ver van and inen... 8 
But my Lords, what can this Author mean by writing thus? For ſup- 
poſing the Practice of Itinerant preaching was primarily occaſioned by the 
low Talents of many Incumbents in the more early Days of the Reformati- | 
on, does it therefore follow, that there can be no other juſt Cauſe aſſigned F 
for Itinerant preaching now? What if the Generality of the preſent many | 
Incumbents depart from the good old Doctrines that were preached in the 
Mi. more 
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more eaily Days of the Reformation, and notwithitanding their liberal E- 


ducation, make no other Uſe of their Learning but to explain away the Ar- 
ticles and Homilies to which they have ſubſcribed in the grammatical and 
literal Senſe ? Is it not neceſſary in order to keep up the Doctrines, and 
thereby the real Dignity of the Church, that either the Clergy thus dege- 
nerated, ſhould be obliged to read the Homilies as formerly, and to preach 
conſiſtently therewith, or that thoſe who do hold the Doctrines of the Re- 
formation, ſhould go about from Place to Place, and from County to 


County, nay from Pole to Pole, if their Sphere of Action extended ſo far, 


to direct poor Souls that are every-where ready to periſh for lack of Know- 
ledge, into the right Way which leadeth unto Life ? That this is the Caſe 
between the eſtabliſhed Clergy and theſe Itinerant Preachers will appear 
preſently ; and how then can this Author charge them with making it their 
principal Employ, wherever they go, to inſtill into the 
rite Tenets of their own ? Has the Author followed them wherever they 
have preached, that he aſſerts this ſo confidently coricerning them? Is it 


not to be wiſhed that he had at leaſt taken Care to have been better inform- 
ed? For then he would have ſaved himſelf from the Guilt of a notorious 
Slander. For is it not evident to all that hear them, that the favourite 
Tenets the Itinerant Preachers make it their principal Employ to inſtill into 


People's Minds wherever they go, are the Great Doctrines of the Refor- 
mation, Homilies and Articles of the Church? Such as Man's bringin 


into the World with him a Corruption which ' renders. him liable to God's 
Wrath and eternal Damnation— That the Condition of Man after the Fall of 
Adam, is ſuch that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf, By his own matural 
Strength and good Works to Faith and calling upon God — That we are ar- 
counted righteous before God, only for the Merit of our Lord and Savionr 
Feſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for our own Works or Deſervings — That 
bey are to be accurſed, that preſume to ſay, that every Man ſhall be ſaved by 


the Law or Se# which be profeſſeth, ſo that he bb diligent to frame his Life 


According to that Law, and the Light of Natare—— Theſe; my Lords, are 


ſome of tlie favourite Tnets of theſe Itinerant Preachers — Their others 
are like unto them — Can theſe, my Lords, be properly called their Own'? 

Or ought it not to be the principal Employ of every true Miniſter wherever 
he goes, to inſtill ſuch. T ra and that too with the utmoſt Diligence and 
Zeal into the People Minds? Does not a great Part of Chriſtianity de- 
pend on them? And ate not all Pretenſions to a true Chriſtian Life, with- 


out a Belief of theſe Tenets, vain and ineffectual? May not theſt kinerant 


Preachers therefore complain unto your Lordſhips of this anonymous Au- 


thor as Mepbiboſbeth complained to David of treacherous Ziba? Doubtleſs 
ne hath ſlandered them — And wherefore. does he ſpeak ſo contemp- 
tuoully of Itinerant Freachers Is it not an amiable and honourable: Cha- 


racter |? ? 


e'a few favoy- 
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rafter? And may I not take the Freedom of acquainting your Lordſhips, 


* 


Standard for others to go by, was it not incumbent on the Author to give 


the publick a ſhort Summary & Account of their Doctrines and Practices? 


For otherwiſe how can the World poſſibly! judge whether the Methodiſts 


do deviate from them, or if ſo, whether they do thereby Service or Diſ- 
ſervice to Religion? Indeed this, Author has told us in his firſt Part how 
the Religious Societies behave on Sundays, but he has no where acquaint- 
ed us with the Principles they hold, or how they behave on other Days. 
— And till he does I will venture to affirm, that unleſs theſe Itinerants 
teach other Doctrines than che preſent Religious Societies generally hold, 
and run greater Lengths in, Chriſtianity: than the Generality of them it is 


to be feared now run, they will be in great Danger of never arriving at 


the Mark for the Prize of their Higb- Calling in Chriſt Jeſus their Lord — 
I. have been the more particular, my Lord, in the Examination of the 
Preface: Hero the Author hy annexing theſe: Words, To which Pur-- 
10 the, fe lowing Queries ar e:{ubrmitted: to Conſideration,” ſeems to 
lay it down as the Ground-work-anfl Foundation of all the ſubſequent ' 
Queries. And. if the Foundation be ſo weak and ſandy, how light and 
ſuperficial muſt. the Superſtructure be: 
I fuppoſe your Lordſhips will readily grant that it is the bounden Duty 
ol every regular and fair Writer ( eſpecially | when he is charging others 


with Irregwlarities as; Violations of the aws of Church and State) to take 
Care: chat he does not violate the Lans of: Chriftian Charity — Or if he 


puts. Queries to the Publick concerning any Perſons, ought he not to take 
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A 
heed that thoſe Queries are founded upon Truth, and that the Charges 
therein exhibited againſt them ate really matter of fact? But gur Authi r 
has notoriouſly neglected this fundamental Rule, and thereby not only Caſt 
a laſting Blot and Odium upon his own Character, if his Name was known, 
but alſo done real Hurt to the Cauſe he would defend „The ny, al- 


E 
other Queries now coming under Con MetanioN? are e by n no means nde 5 
upon Truth, and contain Charges againſt theſe Itinerants, whereby they are 4 
as much wronged and unjuſtly vilified as eyer Stephen was when the Jews, t 
ſuborned Men which ſaid, V6 have heard bim ſpeak blaſphemous Wards againſt tn 
Moſes and againſt God, this holy Place and the Law. X 
To prove this we need only” examine the two Queries which irnnediately 71 
follow the Preface—- 1 
Query iſt. Whether Notions in Religion may not be heightened 10 ſuch is 
Extremes as to lead ſome into a Diſregard of Religion itſelf through Deſ- T: 
pair of attaining: ſuch'exalted Heigbis? And "whether others, Who have 4 
«* imbibed thoſe Notions, thay not be led by them' into a Diſregard and Diſ- 't 

c efteem of the common Duties and Offices of Life, to ſuch Fa De Tee at 4 


6 leaſt as is inconſiſtent with that Attention to them and that Jigence wh... 
in them, which Providence has made neceſſary to the Well-beitig' of = 
<< private Families, and publick. Societies, and which' Chriſtianity does not 
< only require in all Stations and in all Conditions,” Hut declares at the fame 
“ time ( Col. 3. 22. Epbeſ. 5. 6.) that the performance even of the lowreft 
c Offices in Life, as unto God ( Whoſe Providence has placed People in their 
« ſeveral Stations ) is oy: copier... Chriſt and will not fail of its Reward 
« in the next World. | dF, ind 
«* Query 2. Whether a Endny of Mankind I pot ku Hie Ac. 
<« count in their carrying Chriſtianity, which was deſigned for a Rule to all 
4 Stations and all Conditions; to ſuch Heights as make it tairly Prafticable ' 8 
« by a very few in Compariſon, or rather by none! ? 4 
His 5th and 6th Queries, Page the roth, are like unto them eher mm, | 
thus, « Whether thoſe exalted Strains in Religion, and an Imagination | 
« of being already in a State of Perfefion, are not apt to lead Men to Spi- 
ritual Pride and to a Contempt of their Fellow-Chriſtians ; while they con- 
ider them as only going: on in what they account the low and in feb 
« Way, (i. e. as growing in Grace and Goodneſs only by Degrees „And 
again, Whether the ſame exalted Strains and Notions do not tend to 
vweaken the natural and civil Relations among Men, by leading the Inferi- 
4 ors, into whoſe Heads thoſe Notions are infuſed, to à Diſeſteem of their 
9 re en 5 wile er mae nem a woch wy = than 
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:<,theraſelves'; though thoſe Superiours are otherwiſ: ſober and good 


att Men, und regular Attendants on the Ordinantes:of Religion? «| 
10 Herwagain it is ſuppoſed that theſe Hinerunt Preachers, githes ine 
riß ellemſelued to be in a State of Perfection, or at Icaſt teach others > 
« jmagine that they are And that the Conſequences of this is aa E- 
20% ning tlie natural and civil Relations among Men by leading them to 


« x Nuſeſteemtof their Fellow-Chriſtians, and Superiors wholdreſuppd- 


161 fed d bt i aaJower Diſpenſation than themfehres: : 172 91 25! 


Heavy Charges inyLonds, theſe are indeed l But what encedods 


our: Author produce to prove them g. Why: really none :at-all---Forhere 
is no 88 at the Bottom of either of theſe Queries from any of 
their Writings, ſo that we cannot.) tell whether they are levelled 
{againſt theſe Itintrate Preachers. in: general or any one of them in par- 
-cular-+» And xhere fore the Prebend f Std. Paul's wh has been pleaſed 
to reply: tumy firſt Letter cin Vindication: of this Author, has done 
-wropg in affirmingꝭ as far as I can recollect, that under each Query there 
is fome Quotation either from my Journals or other Writings, whereon 
fits founded . But there is no ſuch Thing under theſe: Four wherein 


quchi heavy: Changes lave included g And therefore may il not argue, as 


the Author does lipon another Occaſion in his firſt Part, Page gthi till 
Fome Proof iddes appear the Preſumption muſt be that he has none? 


| In the mean while I dare challenge this Author, and the whole World 


to produce any Paſſage out of my Writings wherein I have taught any 
other: Chfiſtianity v tan WHatihrough the Aids of, the Bleſſed Spirit 1s 
Prncticable by fan Befſons in d, Conditions; or that Lever preached o- 


therwiſe than . that the Performarce even of the loweſt Offices of 


£ Life aum. Cid whaſe Providence has placed People in their ſeveral 
ei Stations, is [truly a; ſerving-of Chriſt and will not fail of its Rewatd 
(though not of Det yet of Grace) in the next World. Neither did 
Feveri imagine that I had attain d, or as already perfect, or taught 


Perſons to ĩmagine that they were ſo : N 755 9 e 1 98 
ve, and cdontels; from my, in- 


Sit and Death about with: mel as long as I 8 
moſt Sbul, that I am the chief df Sinners, and leſs than the leaſt of all 
Saints: I am fo far from thinking an Imagination that we are already im 
a State of Perfection, is only apt to lead Men into ſpiritual Pride, that Þ 
cdndemn; it as the very Quinteſcence and higbeſt Degree of it. -- And 

the mare we are conformed to the Divine Image: the mbre d ſlæiit belieys, 
we ſhall be in keeping up our natural and civil Relations among Men, in 


giving all Honour to whom Honour is due, and in Lowlineſs of Mind- 


eſteeming each other better than ourſelves. And if ſo, my Lords, may» 

not the Author for thus charging, theſe Pinerants in general ut h M 

ſtnflien'be juſtiy ſtiled a Libeller? And how will he undertake to pro 

that any one 6 Pojachers Tipabialar carries Chriſhanup to: 
Ts | F. any 


. retten ? 
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any greater Heighth-than he himſelf does Query 18th, Page 16, where 
in ſpeaking dt the Holy Spirit, he has cheſe Words, whoſe. peculiar 
, uffce it is, to ſeaſon the Heart with | Humiliry, and to root out of 
c eit iche Seeds (what is that but the very Inbeing ?) of Pride and vain 
une n vole 1573 anger 
oi the not very irregular in writing thus at Random; nay, does he not 
Ae e eee aws both of Church and State? 
It's true, our Author would appear an Advpcate for both, burdoes not 
Wisttird Qu ry;"page oth plainly prove him a real Friend toneither ; | ) 
<efpecially-the'lacter ? He there ( asksg? whether in particutary the carry- 
ing che Doctrine of _ Zuſtification by Faith alone to ſuch a heighth; as not 
eta allow, that a careful ſincere Obfervance of moral Duties is ſo much 
eas a Condition of our Acceptance with God and of our being ſuſtified 
<c' in his Sight; Whether this I ſay, does frot naturally lead People toia diſ- 
< regard of thoſe Duties, and u low Eſteem of them; or rather to think 
e them no Part of the Chriſtian Religion; It is plain from hence; that 
one of theſe Extremes to which theſe: Hinerants exalt Chriſtianity, and 
whereby its queried, whether they do Service or Diſſervice to Religion “ is 
te their carrying: the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith alone to ſuchia 
«: Height; as not to allow that a careful and ſincere obſervance of moral 
ce Dutt iss is ſo much as a Condition of our Acceptance with Gdud, and of our 
te being juſtified in his Sight. Our Author it ſeemis is for another Way of 
Salvation, vis. Query 5th, page roth, viz, for Men's gradually working \ © 
*« zu; their own Salvation, by their ownihoneſtEndeavours;atd:thro' the | 
<« ordinary Aſſiſtances of God's Grace; with a humble Reliance upon the 
ec, Merits of Chriſt for the Pardon of their Sins and the Acceptance of their 
«Sincere, tho imperfect Services This is our common Divinity This is 
what my Lord of London in his laſt paſtoralLetter againſt Lukewarmneſs and 
Enthuſiaſm, exhorted his Clergy to preach L But how contrary is all this 
to the Articles, and homilies of our Church? For what ſays the 11th Ar- 
tiele? © We are aceounted righteous before God, only for the Merit of our 
Lord and Saviour ſeſus Chriſt by Faith, and not for our own Works or De- 
4e ſervings · Wherefore that we are juſtified by Faith only is a moſt whol - 
er ſome Doctrine and very full of Comfort, as more largely is expreſſed in 
ec the Homily of Juſtification” IDE Tee DIRT, 


" L 
5 


4 


And if both the Article & Homily of the Church of England expreſly de- 
dare that we are juſtified before (or in the Sight of) God, by faith, and faith 
only, how can“ a careful and ſincere Obſervance of moral duties be a Con- 
dition, my Lords, of our Acceptance with God, and of our being juſtified 

| « in' his Sight? And if the Doctrine of being juſtified by Faith only be a 

|  «vbolſome Doctrine, and very full ef comfort, how can this Author in the latter 

| Part of this Query now before us, enquire, © whether preaching this Doc · 
V trine, does not naturally Jead'People to aDiſregard of apa 4 = 
| N | a utiles, 


— 
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« Duties, and a low. Eſteem of them; or rather to think them no Part of 
cc the Chriſtian Religion? Does he- conſider that in writing thus, he di- 
re&ly ſymbolizes with the Infidel, Rom. G. x. who is introduced after the Apo- 
ſtle had been inſiſting at large on this Doctrine of Fuſtification by Faith only | 
as ſpeaking like our Author, * ſhall we ſin then that grace may abound --- "' 2 | 
The Apoſtle immediately rejects the Motion with a me gonoito and fo 


reply theſe Itinerants, my Lords, God forbid --- For what ſays the 12th, | 
| Article of our Church, ; © Albeit that Good Works, which are the Fruits ; 
| cc of Faith, and follow after Juſtification, cannot put away Sins, and en- ö 
ce dure the Severity of God's Judgment; yet are they pleaſing and ac- | 


« ceptable to God in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and 
« lhvely Faith, inſomuch that by them a lively Faith, may be as evident- 
„ly known, as a Tree diſcerned by the Fruit“? And do we then by |; 
preaching the Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith only, naturally lead Peo- | 
ple to a diſregard of moral Duties and a low Eſteem of them, much "leſs to | 
think them uo part of the Chriſtian Religion? Do we not rather eſtabliſh 
- them, by laying a Foundation whereon, true moral Duties can only be 
built ſo as to be acceptable in the Sight of God ? For what ſays our 
13thArticle,? “„ Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, and the In- 
« ſpiration of. his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, for as much as they 
« ſpring not of Faith, in Jeſus Chriſt, neither do they make Men meet 
« to receive Grace; or (as the School Authors fay ) deſerve Grace of 
« Congruity ; yea rather for that they are not done as God hath wil- 
ce ſed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not but they have the F 


; s FIG £9 il 1975 BUS DW 1273 blog 3 
| — To ts Query ur Ani axes the ollowing Obſervation = The 
I 6% Words o the pious and judicious Mr. Chillingworth are very material 
«c: to this. Purpoſe For my part, ſays he, I do heartily wiſß that by publick 


| 

c Authority it were. fo ordered, that no Man, ſhould ever preach or print | 
« this Doctrine, that Faith alone; juſtifies, unleſs be joins this together with | 
| 
| 
| 


* * 


6 Nature of Sin.“ W le 


it, That univerſal Obedience is neceſſary to Salvation” .: What Piety 

and Judgement Mr. Chi llingworth might be remarkal le for I known Ot 

But if by univerſal Obedience being neceſſary. to Salvation, He means what” 

"| © our Ayther does (or atherwiſt this Quotation is nothing to the Purpoſe )* 
Juſtification in the Sight of God, then Mr. Chillingworrhs writing alter” | 

this Manner is a Specimen; neither" of his Piety or Judgment --- Besauſe 

the quite e Dottrine, is contained in Sur Articles, an d eſtabliſhed: | 

by publick Aurhority ---Sorftatitowith for Juſtification by Faith alone to | 


. 


be put down by publick AutFority,' what 1s it in Effect but to with fot' 
the uttet Subverſion of the grand Doctrine of the Reformation? . Per. 9 
haps it may not be impertinent or a vain Repetition, if Lhetè beg leave 
to tranſcribe a Paſſage( which I lately printed in my Anſwer to the Pre- 
bend of St. Pauls) out of the Honeycomb of Free Juſtification, — i 


| 612.0 
by one Mr. Eaton, A. M. of Trinity College in Cambridge, printed at Landon 


* mons of the Land for theſe four Cauſes - 


. S > 


.-1{t “ Becauſe it is the only immediate Cauſe 


$£$Y Lf 


© chers ever were, and ever ſhall be but a few ; and their preaching, 
« of God's Word: moſt ſincere in the Beginning, by. Proceſs, of Time 
«« waxeth leſs and leſs pure, and after is corrupt, and laſt of all quite laid 
c down, and left off; becauſe free Juſtification is a Doctrine hardly 
«. learned in a Church, and ſoon loſt again, Gal. 1. 6. And yet is the true 
e Strength, Happineſs, and Safety of the whole Land, Iſa. 62. 1---6.” _ 
_ «© Hereupon the fifth Part of the Sermon againſt Diſobedience and. 
c Rebellion, eſtabliſhed by N 1 Elizabeth, teacheth the Commons, 
«. that ſuch Biſhops or Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, as by Pride and ambitious 
6 Rule, do by Terms of Error, Schiſm, or Hereſy, binder this main Light 
c f God's Word: from the People, are the chiefeſt Traytors in the Land: 
«+: And the ſixth and laſt Part largely teacheth, that ſuch Subjects and 
Commons to whom thrqugh Ignorance of God's Word, this Light of 
e Righteouſneſs, and this Sun of Underſtanding doth not ſhine, altho” 
cc they may brag, as did ſometimes the Fewiſb Clergy and People, that 
« they cannot lack Knowledge, yet are ſuch by their blind, dead F aith, 
4 Traytors to God, Traytors to their King, Traytors to their own Souls and 
&« Bodies, and. Traytors to the whole. Land and Country.“. 1 
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Thas far Mr. Eaton -. And whetlier He or Mr. Chillingwom bi wrote 
with moſt Piety and Judgment on this Head, I leave tothe Author U 
Conſideration. And 46 the ſame Time appæal to your Lordſhips, HE 
ther the Met holliſis by pteaching up the Doctrine of Juſtification: by 
Faith alone carry Chriſtianity to an Extreme? Or, whether or not this 


Author by making moral Duties a Condition of our Acceptance with! 


God, and of our being juſtifled in his Sight is Rot himſelf guiky of an 
Irregularity which amounts to a Violation of the Laws both of Church“ 
and State 172" Ted Ds (nate 10 ln 2442 10.215111 4 15 ene 


FP iin ener 
May not this alſs, my Lords, ſerve as an Anſwer-to our Author's rbth ' 
Query, Page 12th; viz. Whether it be for the Service of Religion, to 
{© diſcourage People from reading Archbiſhop Tillotſon's Sermons and the 
«whole Duty of Mang to whom oar Methodiſts might have added many 
more of 'our beſt! Writets after the Reſtoration- For, all theſe (toge- 
ether wich explaining the whole Work of our Redemption by:Chriſt ) ! 
cc endeavour'd' to turn the Minds of People to the Practice of Moral Du. 
ce ties, and to curè them of that Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm into which they 
had been led by the Antinomian Doctrines and others of the like Ten- 
«© dency; during the Times of Anarchy and Confuſion ? Undoubted- 
ly yes. Forare they not both wrong in their: Foundation ? The lat- 
ter indeed · lays no Foundation by: juſtifying Faich at all, (and therefore 
may be more properly term'd half the Duty of Man) and the former, 
like our Author, contrary to the Laws of Church and State, makes good 
Works a Condition of dur Acceptance with God, and of our being juſ- 
tified in his Sight. And though I miglit have ſpared my Borroued Com- 
pariſon of putting the 'Arch-Biſhop, on a Level with! Mabomer, (for 
which Lask the publick Pardon, though perhaps eve this Confefſion 
may be turn'd to my Reproach) yet I can by no Means agree with our 
Author in this ſame Query, Page 13th, that either his Grace, or. the 
Author of the whole Duty of Man, explained the whole Work of our Re- 
demption by Chriſt----For how can that be pofſibly done without iexplain- 
ing the Doctrine of Juſtification By Faith alone ? And therefore what- 
ever good the Arch-Biſhop, - and many other of our beſt Writers 
after the Reſtoration (as this Author ſtiles them) might deſign by 
endeavouring to turn the Minds of People to the Practice of mo- 
cc ral Duties, and to cure them of that Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm into 


„ 


0 
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« which, they had been led by the Antinomian Doctrines and others of 


<« the like Tendency, during the Times of Anarchy and Confuſion,” 
may I not appeal to your Lordſhips, 'whether that of the Poet be not 
too applicable to his Grace the Author of the J/hole Duty of Man, and 
Writers of that Stamp, vi. | n e 0459 10. 5 


- Indicit in Syllam, cupiens virart Charibdin? - 
| "OT 
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Fot is there no Way, my Lords, of turning People's Minds to the 
Fractice of moral Duties without turning their Minds from the Doctrine of 
Juſtication by Faith alone, without which moral: Duties cannot be accep- 
table to God at all? What is this, my Lords, but Pharoab like, to com- 
mand God's Iſrael to make Brick without giving them Straw ? And ſup- 
poſing it be true, that the People before the Reſtoration had been led into 
Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm, by Antinomian Doctrines, was there no other Way, 
my Lords, of curing them of this Madneſs, but by preaching down the moſt 
fundamental Article of the Church of England, and ſo by preaching up. 
the Doctrine of Juſtification in the Sight of God partly by Works and partly 
by Faith, bring them halt Way to the Church of Rome? Do not theſe 
Itinerants, my Lords, by laying down Faith as the Foundation, and build- 
ing the Superſtructure of univerſal Obedience as the Fruit of it thereon, 
keep a proper Medium, and take the moſt effectual Method of preſerving 
People from Antinomianiſin on the one Hand, or Madneſs and Enthuſiaſm, 
Anarchy and Confuſion on the other? And is not this, my Lords, the 
conſtant Tenour of their Sermons? Do they not firſt labour to bring 
People to a real Faith in Chriſt as the Lord their Righteouſneſs, and then 
exbort thoſe that believe, to be careful to maintain and ſne forth their 
Faith, by a conſtant uniform Performance of. all manner af good Works? 

How diſingenuous then is this Authet's gth Query, Page 12th. Whe- 
« ther it does nat ſavour of Self- ſufficieney and Preſumption, when a 
«| few young Heads, without any Colour of a Divine Commiſſion, ſer up 
<< their.own: Schemes, às che great Standard of Chriſtianity: And, How,” 
can it be reconciled to: Cſtriſtian Humikty, Prudence, or Charity „to in- 
ce. dulge theit qwn Nations to ſucha Degree; as to perplex;:unbinge, ter- 


<<, rify, and diſtract the Minds: of Multitudes of People, who have lived... 


ce from their, Infancy under a Goſpel Miniſtry, and in che regular Exer- 
ce. ciſerof a: Goſpel Worſhip; and all this, by perſuading them, that they 
<« . have:pevetiyet heard the true Gaſpel, nor been inſtructed in the true 
- Wayzef Salvation befote 3 andqthat they neither are, nor can be true 
c. CHriſtians, hut byadhéringtd their, Doctrins and Miſciplin, and em- 
<«-bracifip Cbriſtianity upon their Schemes. All the while, for the Sake 
ce of choſe Schemes: and in Purſuance: of them, violating the wholſome 
<« .Rules, - which the Powers Spiritual and Temporal have wiſely and 

6: piduſly eſtabliſned, for the Preſer vation of Peace and Order in the 
rr nn otllorniimoonman,] ES Heo\{ BR iel 


nad 
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Here ſie charges theſe Itintrants ( tho without Proof, as he had dope 


in the preceeding one) with “ ſetting uß their own Schemes, as the great 


Standard of Cbriſtianity, and with telling People that they neither are - | 


cor can be true Chriſtians, but by adhering to #bgir Doctrines and Dis, 
e cjpline, and embracing Chriſtianity upon their Schemes. Is not this 
Calumny all over 2 För where has this Author made it 1 

TT ; | ; : that 
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or ſaſd? For do not theſe Irinerants fredy.converſe\ with Per ſons of all 

Communions? Have ! not in particular communicated with the Chureh 

of Scotland, and preached among the Chorches'in New. England? Do not 

the Gene 5 lity he "Clergy 8 en t agaitiſt me ok a Latitudinarian, and 
as 


read whar David faith, Pfal. 
bas t hon ordained Sirength, "Becauſe of 'thins Enzmies, that bon m 2 "ſrl 
the Enenry and Avenger ? Or that of the K paſtle, Hite L. 22 

hath choſen the Fooliſh Things _ this: 2 to confoitnd the wiſe; and Gol 
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N me fer lc doin gotteg Jews did on Prrer for going 
1 e err cumiſd gen les "why? Play) 1. de did, eat any Mul for- 
converfe BE 12nt communicate i h thoſe who''have'teceiv- 

Gre the Holy Ghoſt" ab well as we? Are not theſe notoribus Matters bf 
fact? Ahd how then can this Author 1nſt mo thatitheſe Trineranits | oo 


3 chat they neither are or can be Chriſttabs without adherit 
their Diſbiß e 
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But further; How NTörnfully does he peak eee lerer 
ſtiles them a "Fea" ung Heats . Ane how unwarily has he 
ſhewed his 1; Ling S the lively Oracles of. God For has het — 


8.2. , Out g the: Mouths of Babes und Sue klinge 


hath choſen the weak Things o this World to confound the Things which are 


mighty ; and baſe Things of the World, and Things which are deſpiſed, hath 


God choſen, yea and Things that are not, to bring to nought Things which are? 


. How prefunproctſly does he alſo tax theſe few young Heats in this fame 
Query with acting without any Colour of a Divine Commiſſion? For have 


not ſeveral of theſe young Heads received a Commillion” from Your 
Lordſhips? And does not the Succeſs they have met with, as alſo their 
being ſtrengthened to ſtem and ſurmount ſuch a Torrent of Oppoſition 
afford ſome Colour at leaſt, that they have acted by a Divine Commiſſion 
indeed? For how could a few young Heads, my Lords, or any Men 
whatſoever do ſuch Things 1 God was with them? 

But our Author it ſeems looks u pn what they call Succefs in a 92 


ſerent Light, and therefore in this a Query further asks, How it can be 
< reconciled to Chriſtian Humility, 


dence, or Charity, to indul 


« their own Notions to ſuch a Degree, as to perplex, unhinge, terrify 
and diſtract the Minds of Multitudes of People, who have lived 2 
a | «C. x el 
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not our Author very unfair in ſtating his 4th Query, Page roth, as he has 
done, viz. © Whether a due and regular Attendance on the publick Offi- 
«© ces of Religion, paid by good Men in a ſerious and compoſed Way, does 
not better anſwer the true Ends of Devotion, and is not a better Evi- 


dence of the Co- operation of the Holy Spirit, than thoſe ſudden Agonies, 


3 Roarings and Screamings, Tremblings, Droppings-down, Ravings and 


Madneſſes: into which their Hearers have been caſt; according to the 


Relations given of them in the Journals referr'd to? Would one not 


imagine by this Query that theſe Itinerants laid down ſuch Things as Scream- 
ings, Tremblings, &c. as eſſential Marks of the Co-Operations of the Holy 
Spirit ? But can any ſuch Thing be proved ? Are they not looked upon by 


| theſe Itinerants themſelves as extraordinary Things, proceeding general- 


ly from Soul- diſtreſs, and ſometimes it may be from the Agency of 
the evil- Spirit, who labours to drive poor Souls into Deſpair? Does 
not this appear from the Relation given of them in one of the 
Journals referred to? Are there not many Relations of the Co-Operation 
of the Spirit in the ſame Journal where no ſuch bodily Effects are ſo much 


as hinted at? And does not this give ground to ſuſpect that The due 


and regular Artendance on the publick Offices of Religion, paid by (what 

our Author calls) good Men in a ſerious and compoſed W ay, 18 little 
better than a dead formal Attendance on outward Ordinances, which alan, 
may continue in all his Life-Time, and be all the while far from the King- 
dom of God? Did ever any one before hear this urged as an Evidence of 


3 of the Spirit? Or would any one think that the Author 


ſervations ever read the Relations that are given of the Conver- 
ſion of ſeveral in the Holy Scriptures? For may we not ſuppoſe, my 
Lords, that many were caſt into ſudden Agonies, and Screamings, Acts 
2. 37. when they were pricked to the Heart, and ſaid unto Peter and the reſt. 
of. the Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do to be ſaved? Or what 
would this Author think of the Converſion of the Jaylor, As 10. 29, 30. 
who SPRANG 1N, and came TREMBLING and FELL DOWN Before Paul and. 
Silas; and brought them out, and ſaid, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved? Or 


- what would he think of Paul who trembling, aſtoniſb' d, Acts. 9. 6. ſaid, 


Lord, what will thou have me to do,? and was afterwards, verſe gth, three 
Days without Sight, and neither did eat nor drink ? Is it not to be feared, 
that if this Author had ſet upon the Bench, and heard this Apoſtle give an 
Account of his own Converſion, he would have joined with Feſtus in crying 
out with a loud Voice, Paul much Learning bath-made thee mad? And are 
not all theſe' Things and whatever elſe is recorded in the Book of God 
written for our Learning? Is not God the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, for ever? 
And may he not now as well as formerly reveal his Arm and diſplay; his 
Power in bringing Sinners home to himſelf. as ſuddenly and-inſtantaneoufly as 
in the firſt planting of . — 5 1 
N | _ | | ut 
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But it ſeems by Query 7th ; page 10th, that our Author. doubts MITT 
there be any ſuch Thing as a ſudden and inſtantaneous Change. - For he there 
enquires Whether a gradual Improvement in Grace and Goodneſs, is not 


a better Foundation of Comfort, and of an Aſſurance of a Goſpel New 
Birth, than that which is founded on the Doctrin of a ſudden and inſtan- 


«© taneus Change; Which, if there be any ſuch Thing, is not eaſily di- 


4 ſtinguiſhed from Fancy and Imagination; the Workings whereof we may 
well ſuppoſe to be more trong ond powerful, while the Perſon conſiders 


« himſelf in the State of one who is admitted as a Candidate for ſuch a 
„Change, and is taught in due Time to expect it?“ Here it is to be 


obſerved, „ that after telling of a ſudden and inſtantaneous Change, he adds, 
if there be any ſuch Thing — What, my Lords,? Does this Author profeſs 


himſelf an Advocate for the Church of England, and yet ſay If there be 
any ſuch Thing as a ſudden inſtantaneous Change? Does he not hereby lay 


an Ax to the very Root of the Baptiſmal Office? For if the Child be actually 


regenerated by the Holy Ghoſt, when the Miniſter | prinkles Water upon 
It in the Name of the bleſſed Trinity, does it not follow, that if any Change 
at all be wrought in the Child at that Time, it muſt be 25 and In- 


 ftantaneous.? And does he then ſay, © If there be am ſuch ing? — And- 
do your Lordſhips aſſent thereto? With what Reaſon then = theſe ITtine- 


rants upbraided for talking of a ſudden inſtantaneaus Change, upon which 


the very Eſſence of Baptiſmal Regeneration, that Diana of the preſent 


Clergy, entirely depends ? 


Beſides, with what Confidence or Rules of fair 33 can \ he. here 
<« enquire Whether a gradual Improvement in Grace and Goodneſs, is not 
< a better Foundation of Comfort, and of an Aſſurance of a Goſpel New- -. 
“ Yirth, than that which is. founded on the Doctrine of a ſndden and in- 
e ſtantaneous Change; which, if there be any ſuch Thing, is not ealily : 
% diſtinguiſhed from Fancy and Imagination ; the working whereof we may 
<< well ſuppoſe to be more sTRONG and powerful, while the Perſpn conſis. 
ders himſelf in the State of one who is admitted as a Candidte for ſuch i 


«© Change, and is taught in due Time to expect it? 


However unintelligible the latter Part of this Query may be, does not the 
former Part of it ſeem to imply that theſe Eineranis found the Aſſurance of 
the Goſpel New-Birth on this ſudden & inſtantaneous bange wrought on their 
Hearers under theirSermons excluſive of a gradual Improvement in Grace and 
Goodneſs afterwards? But is not this mere Slander ? For however they may 
. humbly hope thatStnners when deeply impreſt may be ſuddenly&effectually 
wrought upon,yet how can it be proved that they.reckon them real Converts. 
till they ſee them bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit, in doing juſtly, loving 
Mercy and walking humbly with their God? Or if this was not the Caſe, 
does not the Author himſelf if he holds Baptiſmal Regeneration; found his 
Comfort on the Doctrine of a Ke and eee Change? 2 a 
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do not the greateſt part of the poor Souls now in England go on ſecure that 
they ſhall be eternally happy and yet have no better Foundation of Comfort, 
and Aſſurance of a Goſpel New-Birth than that which is founded on the 
, of a ſudden and inſtantaneous Change wrought upon them in 
ptiſm * 5 805 

Is not our Author my Lords alſo in this Query guilty of another egregi- 
6us miſtake? For the Foundation of Comfort which theſe Itinerants lay 
and depend on is the compleat and all ſufficient Righteouſneſs of Jeſus, and 


' the New-Birth or change wrought in the Heart is by them looked upon 


only as an Evidence that the Perſons thus changed, have indeed got a Foun- 
dation on this Rock of Ages, and conſequently a ſure and certain Hope of 
a Reſurrection to eternal Life — And is not all this, my Lords, eaſily . 


_ diſtinguiſhed from Fancy and Imagination? And does not our Author lead 


People to a wrong Foundation for Comfort, by directing them to look for 
it from a gradual Improvement in Grace and Goodneſs ? For what ſays the 
Apoſtle? 1 Cor. 3. 11. Other Foundation can no Man lay than that is laid, 
which is Chriſt Jeſus, — who (as he ſpeaks in the firſt Chapter of the ſame _ 
Epiſtle, Ver. 30.) is made unto us of God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtifi- 
cation and Redemption? J ĩ% œ᷑œUö 90 =" nn Mn 
This Foundation as well as this ſudden and inſtantaneous Change, whe- 


ther wrought in or after Baptiſm, our Author, it is to be feared, is too 
great a Stranger to — At leaſt he gives too great Evidence that he has 


made but little Improvement in Grace and Goodneſs, for he aſks in his 
I 1th Query, Page 13th, Whether the Frame of humane Nature fairly 
© conſidered, the Author of the hole Duty of Man, did not do better Ser- 
% vice to Religion, in laying down Rules to keep Recreations of all Kinds 
„ within the Bounds of Innocence; than they who now cenſure him, and 
< abſolutely deny that Recreations of any Kind, conſider'd as ſuch are or 
e can be innocent®? 2. DET 7 Br ene, ey Fro, | 3 


| » What Rules the Author of the Whole Duty of Man may have laid down 
| to keep Recreations of all Kinds within the Bounds of Innocence, it may 


be needleſs here to enquire— Is it not ſufficient, my Lords, to mention that. 
the. holy Scriptures (wherein the whole Duty of Man and that too in re- 
ſpect both to Faith and Practice is fully and really taught) lay down one 
golden univerſal Rule for Recreations and every Thing elle, viz. that Whether 
we eat or drink, or whatſoever we do, we muſt do all to the Glory of God? 


Whatever Recreations, People take to the Glory of God, theſe Linerants, my 


Lords, think are quite allowable — But if they are made Uſe of meerly for 
Self-pleaſing, and not to God's Glory ; and to fit us for his Service, they do 
affirm, that all ſuch Recreations neither are or can be innocent — And if 
the Author of the V pole Duty of Man, or any other Author whatſoever 
hath ſet any other Bounds or fixed any other Rule, however fairly * 

7 | | ave 
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have conſider d the Frame of humane. Nature, is it not evident, that he 
has not fairly conſider'd the Frame and Nature of true Chriſtianity ? For 
does not that, my Lords, turn our whole Lives into one continued Sacrifice 
to God? And if we fairly conſider the Frame of humane Nature how 
weak and frail it is, and how eaſily diverted from purſuing our one greatEnd, . 
are not thoſe the greateſt Friends to Religion -who--caution People againſt 
leading themſelves into Temptations, or making Uſe of any Recreation that 
may put them out of a ſpiritual Frame and unfit them for the Service of 
God ? Is this going any Farther than the Apoſtle did; who ſo ſtrictly ca- 
tions Chriſtians not to grieve the Spirit of GOD whereby they are ſealed to 
the Day of Redemption? 1 . 3 

Our Author under this Head has referred to a Paſſage out of one of my 
Journals, wherein I gave an Account of my being in ſome; polite Compa- 
ny at Maryland who were diſpoſed to Cards, and alſo a Paſſage out of myLet - 
ter from New-Brunfwick, occaſioned, if I miſtake not, by meeting a Man 
who thought it allowable to play at Cards in the Chriſtmas Holy-Days, from 
the Liberty given him by the Author of the Vbole Daiy of Man And 
will our Author allow playing at Cards to be a lawful Recreation for a 
Chriſtian ? Is this one of the Recreations of all Kinds which may be 
kept within the Bounds of Innocence? 'Is;it not a kind of caſting Lots? 
Has it not the Appearance of Evil? Is it not therefore forbidden in the 
Scriptures? Or if he will not hear the Scriptures will he not hear the Church? 
And; what ſays the 75th Canon? No Eccleſiaſtical Perſon ſhall at any 
Time, other than. for their honeſt Neceſſities, refort to an) Taverns or 
Alehouſes, neither ſhall they board or lodge in any ſuch Places. Fur- 
thermore, they ſhall not give themſelves to any baſe or ſervile Labour, 
sor to Drinking or Riot, ſpending, their Time idly by Day or by Night, 
<< playing at Dice, Cards or Tables, or any other uniawful Game: But at | 
all Times convenient, they ſhall hear or read ſomewhat of the holy * 
e Scriptures, or ſhall occupy themſelves with ſome other honeſt Study or 
<« Exerciſe, always doing the Things which ſhall appertain to Honeſty, - 
and endeavouring to profit the Church of God, having always in Mind 
« that they ought to excel all others in Purity of Life, and ſhould be Ex- 
<*< amples to the People to live well and chriſtianly, under Pain of eccleſi- 
aſtical Cenſures to be inflicted with Severity, according to the Qualities of 
< their Offences. An excellent Canon this] And may I not argue from it 
thus? Either this Canon is founded upon the Word of God, or it is not 
— If it be not, why is it not abrogated ? If it be, why is it not put in 
Practice? Why do the Clergy encourage frequenting of Taverns, Ale- 
houſes and Gaming by their own Example? Are not ſuch Practices in 
this Canon ſuppoſed to be quite contrary to the Purity of Life, and Ex- 
cellency of Example which may be juſtly required from them? _ x 
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peror to ſpend his Time in the Royal Amuſement o 


wherein he enquires, Whether the ſtrong 
<« in their printed Journals, of extraordinary Preſences of God directing 
“ and aſſiſting them in a more immediate Manner, do not need ſome 
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if ſuch Things are unſeemly in a Clergyman, are they not in a Degree 
equally unſeemly in Laymen whoſe Priviledge as well as Duty it is to be 
holy in all manner of Converſation and Godlineſs, and who are univerſally 


commanded to ſhine as Lights in the World amidſt a crooked and perverſe 
Generation? | 
My Lords, might it notr eaſonably have been hoped that your Lordſhips 


were too well acquainted with real and inward Religion, to think that a Soul 
born of God, and made Partaker of a Divine Nature can ſtoop ſo low, 
and act fo unlike itſelf as to feek for Recreation in Gaming? Does not 


the glorious and plenteous Redemption, that great, inexpreſſibly great and 


Preſent Salvation, which the Great High Prieſt and Apoſtle of our Profeſ- 
fion has purchaſed for us by ſhedding his dear Heart's Blood, and whereby 
we are redeemed from this preſent evil World, ſet us above ſuch triflng | 


Things as theſe, ſuppoſing they were not directly ſinful ? Are not Chriſ- 


tians Kings and Prieſts unto God ? And is it not as much beneath the Dig- 
nity of their Heaven-born Spirits to ſtoop to ſo low an Amuſement as 


Gaming of any kind, as ever it was beneath the Dignity of the Roman Em- 


Does not our Author therefore, my Lords, by writing thus ſtrike at the 
very Vitals of Religion, and prove too plainly that he is a Stranger to the 
Power of the dear Redeemer's Reſurrection? Need we therefore wonder at his 
12th Query, Page 12th, which immediately follows the foregoing one? 


<« "Teſtimonies of a divine Miſſion, to clear them from the Charge of En- 


ce thufiaſm ? Under this Query our Author has alſo mentioned ſeveral Paſ- 


ſages of my Journals extracted by my Lord of London, in his laſt paſtoral 


Letter againſt Lukewarmneſs and Enthuſiaſm, and has alſo been at great Pains. 
to extract many more out of my four laſt Journals which have been printed 


fince, and which according to our Author, are more full of Enthufiaſm, if 
poſſible, than the three firſt ? But does not this Author forget that I 
anſwered his Lordſhip's Letter, and in that proved, that his Lordſhip was 
miſtaken in his Definition of Enthuſiaſm ; and that according to his De- 


finition I was no Entbuſiaſt? Did I not alſo prove, that the Propoſitions on 
which his Lordſhip's Quotations were founded were falſe? Has his Lord- 
ſhip or any one for him been pleaſed to make any Reply to that Anſwer ? 
Not as J have heard of — And therefore was it not incumbent upon this 
Author, my Lords, to have diſproved or invalidated my Anſwer to his Lord- 


ſhip's Letter before he could honourably mention the Paſſages referred to 


therein to prove me an Entbufiaſt ? But paſſing by this with the other many 


Irregularities which are juſtly charged upon this Anonymous Author, g 


catching Flies 2 — 


Expreſſions which are found 
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Morld— Conſequently they believe the Comforter will abide with them for 
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WW he aſks whether the ſtrongExpreſſions which are found in their (I ſuppoſe he 


would have ſaid hig) printed Journals, for I find under thisQuery no Journals re- 
ferred to but mine, of extraordinary Preſences of God directing&aſſiſting them 
in a more immediate Manner, do not need ſome Teſtimonies of a Divine Miſ- 
ſion, to clear them from the Charge of Enthuſiaſm ? I would aſk this Au- 
thor again, what Teſtimonies he would have ? Can he bring any Proof 
againſt the Matters of Fact recorded in theſe Journals? Or will he venture 
to affirm that I did not feel the Divine Preſence in an extraordinary Man- 
ner, that is more at one Time than another? Or that J have not been di- 


rected in a more immediate Manner, at certain Times when waiting upon 
God? Were not ſuch like Queries put by the Heathens to the primitive 


Chriſtians? And was not their Anſwer, Monſtrare nequeo, ſentio tantum ? 
I would further aſk, what this Author means by a Divine Miſſion ? Did not 


my Lord of Glouceſter (for I muſt again repeat it) give me an Apoſtolical 


one when he ſaid, Receive thou the Holy Ghoſt by the Impoſition of 
our Hands?” And can it be Enthuſiaſm, or is there any Thing extraor- 
dinary in ſaying, that I felt more of the Influences of this Holy Ghoſt, and 
was aſſiſted in a more immediate Manner in my Adminiſtrations at one Time 
than another? Or is it not more extraordinary (only indeed that it has 
been a good while too too common) that the Right Reverend the Biſhops 
ſhould take upon them to confer the Holy Ghoſt, and the Reverend the 
Clergy profeſs they are inwardly moved by it, and yet charge every Expreſ- 
ſion they meet with, wherein his bleſſed Influences are ſpoke of as felt and 
experienced, with being downwright Enthuſiaſm ? But what ſhall we fay ? - 
The natural Man diſcerngth not the Things of the Spirit, they are Fooliſhneſs un- 
10 him, neither can he underſtand them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſterned— - 
What if ſome of the Expreſſions, my Lords, in the Journals are ſtrong ?. 
Does that prove them Enthuſiaſtical? Or what if feeling the Preſence of 
God and being directed in a more immediate Manner be ſomething extraor- 


dinary to our Author, does it therefore follow that it is ſo to others? Or is 


this Author like minded with the Right Reverend the Biſhop and the 
Reverend the Clergy of the Dioceſs of Litchfield and Coventry, who 
reckon the Indwelling, and inward Witneſſing of, as allo praying and 


preaching by the Spirit among the Kariſmata the miraculous Gifts 


conferred on the primitive Church, and which have long ſince ceaſed ? : 


If fo, no Wonder that the Expreſſions referred to are ſtrong and 
extraordinary to him — But my Lords, may I not beg Leave to tell this 
Author that theſe Itinerant Preachers have not ſo learnt Chriſt ? No, they 
believe that Jeſus is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day and for ever — And that 


he is faithful who hath ſaid to his Apoſtles, and in them to all ſucceedin 
truly Chriſtian Miniſters, Lo, I am with you always even to the End of the 


ever, 
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ever, witneſſing with their Spirits that they are Children of God, leading 


them by a diligent Search of the holy Scriptures into all Truth, guidin 
them together with the Word, the Voice of Friends and Providence in all 


Circumſtances by his Counſel, giving them Utterance when called to ſpeak 
to the People from God, and helping their Infirmities, and aſſiſting them in 
Prayer when called to ſpeak toGod for the People —Inwardly moved by this 


Spirit, and not any Hopes of human Grandeur or Preferment, theſe Itine- 
rants, my Lords, firſt took on them the Adminiſtration of theChurch,and his 


bleſſed Influences they have from Time to Time happily experienced, as 
Thouſands whoſe Eyes have been opened to diſcern ſpiritual Things can 
teſtify. And being without Cauſe denied the Uſe of their Brethrens Pul- 
pits, and having obtained Help from God, they continue to this Day wit- 
neſſing both to ſmall and great the grand Doctrines of the Reformation, 
Juſtification by Faith alone in the imputed Righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt, and 
the Neceſſity of the Indwelling of the Spirit in order to be made meet to be 
Partakers of the heavenly Inheritance among all them that are ſanctiſied — 
In doing thus they know of no wholſome Rules, wiſely and piouſly eſtabliſhed 
by the Powers Spiritual and Temporal“, Query gth, Page 12th,which they 
have violated, or ſhould they be commanded by the whole Bench of Biſhops 
to ſpeak no more of this Doctrine — they have an Anſwer ready We can- 
not butſpeak the Things that we know — We take this to be an ungodly 
* Admonition,and therefore whether it be right in the Sight of God to obey 
Man rather than God judge ye — And tho? for ſo doing they ſhould be 
mobbed,as they frequently have been, and tho'God be n& the Author of Con- 
fuſion or Tumult, as our Author would have it Page 12th, yet they know of 
one who was mobbed himſelf upon a like Account, &commanded Timothy to 


approve himſelf aMiniſter of God in Tumults.— Being ſenſible of the Indo- 


lence and Unorthodoxy of the Generality of the Clergy, they think they 


are ſufficiently warranted by the Example of the Prophets of the Old. and 


Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the New- Teſtament, (whatſoever our Au- 
thor may ſay Query 8th. Pag. 1 1.) to bear a faithful Teſtimony againſt them. 
And being called by the Providence of God abroad, after their unworthy 
Labours had been bleſs'd at Home, they have judged it meet, right and 
their bounden Duty from Time to Time to publiſh Accounts of what God 


had done for their own and other People's Souls Which tho? deſpiſed by 


ſome, and eſteemed Enthuſiaſtical by others, have been owned to the In- 
ſtruction and Edification of Thoufands— But whether this may be properly 
called open and publickBoaſting,unbecoming the Modeſty and Self. denial 
of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, eſpecially one who would be tho't to carry on 
* his Miniſtry under the immediate Guidance of the bleſſedSpirit,”* (as our 
Author intimates in his laſt Query of this 2d Part ;) cr whether they were 
wrote with a ſingle Eye to the Redeemer's Glory, they are willing to leave 


i —_ 
to the Determination of that God, to whom all Hearts are open, all Deſires 


Ind yn, and from whom no are hid — I could here enlarge But 
Hving detained your Lordſh 18 too long already, I chuſe to refer what 1 
have further to ſay on theſe Heads to a Third Letter, which God willing 


U be ſent another W in Anſwer to the laſt Part of this Au- 


. 1 * 
2 2 Io , 
1 f Ki a . : x 
' —_ .. } jo x on * * pq 4 & \ . h 4 1 2 41 
* 4 * 0 * ” > * F : 
. 8 3 0 "+ -<# ' S © 7 
[3 — * ” 4 "0 P . 4 q ; F £1 2 * 4 
| * SF SZ IF , 3 * | e A \ E y 
8 Your: Lordſbips moſs REIN 
F . * y 'F N 1 he 0 i | 5 . 9 £ 
| n ö 5 * a 2 . a in _ i 4 
. 1 N > - 4 — % * 


— 
3 


| 

| 

1 

t p 

I 

1 ; 

1 . ; 

»S 4 
1 LY 


* * 7 * ' 54 144 % 4% mac 141 7 
. a f þ e 8 * ir enn is 


: 3 2 — 5 $ 4 TY 4  YVECLAGPE 
bs > Oe 4% TIE FL. # © 5 & ? 7 * 4 0420 BY Yo „ ; $ 7 Nv +4 «Ts | 
* * 4 * ia > * k 4 - * . 4 5 , 

©. Ks * * * ** - 4 « : 1 4 * I * 2 * 7 kh. bs +» # * 

„ 0 o . 7 wo i 2 ; 1 "8 <. he. f l þ 3 25 19 4 I 7 I 4 
* ; i { + 6 * Y.-B  # af; "i 96 | SY 8 55 f . on MFR OY - oY * AS m_— 
— * - 4 * 1 1 5 4 4 1 C = . ” : 
q 89 x K u ” 2. g 4 


— 


34 
" * 
| 1 . 0 . 7 : l 
' , a g I * ” ” "© ; 4 „ * * . 
A . - 8 9 * 2 1 4 S $ bs & : — 5 * N * F * . 4 I ** 6 * * . — 4 
OR N „r n ERR | . 
- >=IH * * & 4 2 2 * W * 2 ws,” F £ . - 4 * 
. # F 
i * h . . » * „ * . : "_— « „ Oo * 
| 14 1 8 . ' #12 * A i 2 y * - pe 3608 b E 2 
a r - -. 2 . * : . . 4 * an 
4 —_ * 2 0 * — © . a * ” - < * 4 
þ . „„ „ $54: <x i I 4 4 0 a 4 : WT 
' . * 4 : ls F , " 4 . „ » * * 2 4 h * 4 
* Fre : „ 3 . ; : 
„ alt Oey d g Bs | 6 $58 . 
it I 4 - * * 2 * * o z 
-» v 5 * # 
1 . « 2 1 - ” 5 
* , 1 5 * bo e @ 
—_ bo v * N Y * oy 
” - , * * * 5 
5 a \ j 
y * . . 
: ay, I 2 * . Bb f E 13 5 
| : | 3 x : . * 
: =» * 4 S We. n 4 * 145 = 4 * * < 'Y 
2 a . $ * * 19 
» > » 8 + ” * 22 
2 8 5 .* * as * s . * 4 4 , * N a 7 +3 . 
1 * . 1 > : : 3 4 * * 1 4 
k 81 2 9 — — 3k 4 of „ 25 * 


* . 
» * of . , * % 1 
* Po »y as 
I » . * 25 " i. f 5 Y ; * 1 ho ö - 
1 * — 
F. 1 2 * _ 4 » 4 + „ N * Py s p * 
14 TX 1 6 Py . * * F * - 0 Y 7 
L +. - - = 
1 1 = . '4 x * 83 » . * * — - *» % # 
8 4 * by — 3 * op ' — 1 
. A * * * v s | » * 4 4 ? by K e A 
* a . * * * * 
er , 4 P . 


1 - * * 4 7 

0 I = a : a 0 2 Ge” : 3 

- - £ ” — 4 6 
$ 2 ” * * ty o 2 * 5 4 * * 
2 £ 7 5 \ 4 4 £ w 7 ”Y '& < . 4 > 4 — 
© * * *. m mY 1 "yy _"7" * Liter as 1 . > 1 s - 

2 . ” 4 * 5 — — 
"A af 1 — * N . N 4 1 5 — + * * * RN 5 2 2 » 

J i : ? - 7 , 4 * - , 4 : wa + wy j : F 2 N 5 Nr. i IE ran 7 n 

; 4 ? * - _ 4 , ' . 14 . | ; 4 7 . 3 = "IF" — «> ages | þ ** 1 8 * * — a 
* 4 5 &* 9 * 6 z *. „ 254 0 ” - * 

18 ” ” J 5 + # *. — * or 2, - 
: * 
ws +» . 2 4 1 d : Y 
: - * = ; 4 4 „ . * 8 eng p — * x 3 , A, 
1 ” l "4 In » * > 2 : £ 4 : n * ad 4 * 2 Ka F4 
' - J 1 * * 488 5 i av 0 w 4 , — — £4 © 4% . A 
J % $54 — 4 „ a o — a 
” . * 
* 
_ 
* ; - „ 
” - 7 * * * ef «ag. 2 „ 


